E238 Section 007: Twentieth-Century Fiction

Instructor: Tiffany Myers                                


Office: 325 Eddy

Class time: TR 8 - 9:15 am
               


Office Phone:  491-6067

Classroom: Eddy 8                             



E-mail: tiffany.myers@comcast.net 

Office Hours: TR 9:30 - 10:45 am (open hours); 


Writing Center: Eddy 6

         
TR 2:00 - 3:00pm (by appointment only)       
Final Exam: Dec 13, 9:10-11:10am  _________________________________________________________________________________

Required Texts:

The Bluest Eye, by Toni Morrison




Persepolis, by Marjane Satrapi




The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven, by Sherman Alexie
One Hundred Years of Solitude, by Gabriel Garcia Marquez

The God of Small Things, by Arundhati Roy

White Noise, by Don DeLillo

Course Description:

This section of E238 will include works by writers of the last half of the twentieth century and has two important goals. First and most important, each student will be challenged to read and think independently and critically about the works we read and the culture, ideas, and perspectives they exhibit. Second, each student will test and improve his/her written expression of these insights. This course is planned in sequences of reading, reflection, discussion, and oral presentation.

In this course, we will sample a few major works and themes in the literature of the twentieth century. The novels and short stories represent a variety of viewpoints, male and female, white and non-white, privileged and non-privileged. 

E 238 explores the wide ethnic, cultural, and global diversity of the writers and perspectives in the works assigned. 

Daily Reading Assignments

As you can probably guess, there will be a great deal of reading expected from you in this course. Look ahead in the syllabus so that you can stay on top of your daily reading assignments. I would suggest that you budget your time wisely, and read ahead whenever possible. And don’t forget to always bring the text we are covering with you to class. 

Content Advisory:

The works covered in the course will deal with a host of complex issues; In addition to speaking about love, family, community, and identity, the assigned works will also discuss politics, violence, sexuality, abuse, death and other difficult themes. If you have any concerns, please speak with me as soon as possible.

The Writing Studio:

The Writing Studio is an online resource that we will be using from time to time throughout the semester. To use these classroom tools, you first need a Studio account. Please go to http://writing.colostate.edu/studio/ and create an account by Thursday, Aug 23. When you create your account, please use the email address that you check most frequently (ideally, once a day). 

Throughout the semester, you will be receiving periodic emails from me generated through The Writing Studio class page. The emails will appear in your inbox as sent by writingstudio@colostate.edu . Please don’t reply directly to these emails, as your message will be lost in cyberspace. Rather, go to our Writing Studio class page and use the email feature, or just type my address manually into the “To” line of the message you wish to send.
Late Assignments:
Out of fairness to all students, late assignments will be penalized. You are expected to come to class prepared each day, even if you were absent during the previous class period. Daily homework assignments will not be accepted late, and missed quizzes cannot be retaken. It’s simple: If you miss the class in which the assignment is due, then you have missed the deadline. 

Because of their importance in your final grade, Text Analysis Papers will be accepted late, but a late paper’s score will be penalized one letter grade for each day it fails to reach me (not counting Saturday and Sunday). 

Email Submissions
Sorry, but I do not accept papers submitted via email.  Please print your papers and hand them to me when they are due. If you are low on printer ink, be advised that there are many computer labs on campus that will allow you to print your work free of charge.  

Evaluation:
Your final grade will be determined by the following:

Text Analysis Papers


30%

Midterm Exam



20%

Final Exam



20%

Quizzes/Homework/Studio Postings

15%

Group Presentation


10%

Participation



5%

** Final grades will be calculated using the +/- system.

** Excessive absences will also cause your final grade to be lowered. (Please refer to the following section on “attendance policy.”)
Attendance Policy

Students are expected to attend all class sessions and work only on E 238 assignments during class. You are also expected to come to class prepared each day, even if you were absent during the previous class period. As for absences, because of the strong emphasis we place on in-class discussions, attendance is mandatory. However, each student will receive three “freebies.” This means that each student may choose to miss three class periods with no questions asked.  After that, you will receive a 5% deduction from your final grade for each additional absence over your “3 freebie” limit. 

I also reserve the right to count you absent if you are uninvolved in class, or become a distracting presence to your classmates. (It’s ok to occasionally listen to our discussions rather than participate, but don’t sleep through class, have distracting off-topic conversations with your neighbors, read the Collegian, constantly text message your friends during class, etc.). 

Missed Classes

If you are absent, it is your responsibility to consult the syllabus and/or contact another student to find out what we covered in class. Exchange phone numbers with a classmate so that you may collect any missed notes, assignments, and handouts and return to class prepared.  

Tardiness and “Earlies”
Please note: Tardiness is distracting. If a student receives three tardy markings in the attendance book, they will be counted as one full absence. If you are not present when the sign-in sheet is passed around, you will be counted absent. It is your responsibility to inform me after class if you have arrived late so that I can add your name to the attendance record as tardy instead of absent. 

Equally distracting are “earlies”—A term applied to students that leave class before the end of the session. If you leave class before you have been dismissed, the same policy that applies to tardiness will be applied. If you leave class more than 15 minutes early, you will be counted absent.

Daily Participation

The success of this course relies heavily upon your willingness to participate in class. Your reactions to a text and your responses to the opinions of others are essential to generating an interesting, relevant, and informative exploration of a work of literature. If you actively participate in class (attend class meetings, contribute to class discussions, place effort into group work and presentations, submit required online posting activities, etc.), you will receive full credit for participation. If you are unprepared, are absent from, or are uninvolved in class, your participation grade will be adjusted accordingly. 
Plagiarism: 

All writing must be your original work. The minimum penalty for improper documentation is an "F" for the assignment. More serious cases of plagiarism warrant failure from the class. As per university policy, all cases of plagiarism will be referred to the  university Student Conduct offices.
Final Exam: Our E238 Final Exam will be held on Thursday, Dec 13 from 9:10-11:10am in our regular classroom (Eddy 8). There is no alternate time for the final exam; I will not move or reschedule the test.
Email Etiquette: The turn-around time for emails is typically 24 hours.  ALWAYS include your full name, course title, and section number in any emails you may send me throughout the semester. I will not respond to unsigned emails, and will not open up email sent without a subject heading.  Please don’t expect me to be able to guess who “csupartyguy357@aol.com” is, or which “Jessica” is sending me an email. Treat your school-related emails as professional correspondence.

Open Door Policy:
If at any time you have questions or concerns, please contact me. I am always available during my scheduled office hours: TR 9:30 - 10:45 am. However, if your question is brief and specific, the easiest way to get a hold of me is often through e-mail. If you prefer this method to a face-to-face conference, contact me at: 

               tiffany.myers@comcast.net

