E238 Teaching Guide: Reading Selection Recommendations
· Compiled from 53 syllabi from Fall 2006–Spring 2009
· Entries alphabetized, by author

· *Note*:  single publication date denotes first original language edition
American Novels/Novellas/Story Collections

Title: The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven (Story Collection)

Author:  Alexie, Sherman

Original publication date: 1993

Sub-genre/category/label: Native American Literature

Approx. length: 240 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Tiffany Myers
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “When it was first published in 1993, The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven established Sherman Alexie as a stunning new talent of American letters. The basis for the award-winning movie Smoke Signals, it remains one of his most beloved and widely praised books. In this darkly comic collection, Alexie brilliantly weaves memory, fantasy, and stark realism to paint a complex, grimly ironic portrait of life in and around the Spokane Indian Reservation. These twenty-two interlinked tales are narrated by characters raised on humiliation and government-issue cheese, and yet are filled with passion and affection, myth and dream. Against a backdrop of alcohol, car accidents, laughter, and basketball, Alexie depicts the distances between Indians and whites, reservation Indians and urban Indians, men and women, and, most poetically, modern Indians and the traditions of the past.” – Grove Press

Instructor comments and concerns:    -
Title: In the Time of the Butterflies
Author:  Alvarez, Julia (Dominican descent, born NYC)

Original publication date: 1994 (Spanish), 2001 (English)

Sub-genre/category/label: - 
Approx. length: 350-420 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Amber Paulson
Overview/Publisher’s Comments: “On a deserted mountain road in the Dominican Republic in 1960, three young women from a pious Catholic family were assassinated after visiting their husbands who had been jailed as suspected rebel leaders. The Mirabal sisters, thus martyred, became mythical figures in their country, where they are known as Las Mariposas (the butterflies). Three decades later, Julia Alvarez, daughter of the Dominican Republic and author of the acclaimed How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents, brings the Mirabal sisters back to life in this extraordinary novel. Each of the sisters speaks in her own voice; beginning as young girls in the 1940s, their stories vary from hair ribbons to gun-running to prison torture. Their story is framed by their surviving sister who tells her own tale of suffering and dedication to the memory of Las Mariposas. This inspired portrait of four women is a haunting statement about the human cost of political oppression, and is destined to take its place alongside Garcia Marquez's One Hundred Years of solitude and Allende's The House of the Spirits as one of the great 20th-century Latin American novels.” - Plume

Instructor comments and concerns:   -
Title: Bless Me, Ultima
Author:  Anaya, Rudolfo

Original publication date: 1972

Sub-genre/category/label: Chicano Literature

Approx. length: 260 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Tiffany Myers
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “‘A masterpiece of Hispanic literature from "one of the nation's foremost Chicano literary artists’ (Denver Post). This is the involving story of Antonio, a boy facing the conflicts in his life with the help of Ultima, a curandera who cures with herbs and magic. At each turn of Tony's life, she is there to nurture his soul.” – Warner Books 
Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Feed
Author:  Anderson, M.T.

Original publication date: 2002

Sub-genre/category/label: Young Adult, Dystopian, Science Fiction

Approx. length: 300 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Todd Mitchell
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  A brilliant new satire from the author of Burger Wuss. For Titus and his friends, it started out like any ordinary trip to the moon — a chance to party during spring break and play around with some stupid low-grav at the Ricochet Lounge. But that was before the crazy hacker caused all their feeds to malfunction, sending them to the hospital to lie around with nothing inside their heads for days. And it was before Titus met Violet, a beautiful, brainy teenage girl who knows something about what it's like to live without the feed — and about resisting its omnipresent ability to categorize human thoughts and desires. Following in the footsteps of George Orwell, Anthony Burgess, and Kurt Vonnegut, Jr., M. T. Anderson has created a brave new world — and a hilarious new lingo — sure to appeal to anyone who appreciates smart satire, futuristic fiction laced with humor, or any story featuring skin lesions as a fashion statement. Identity crises, consumerism, and star-crossed teenage love in a futuristic society where people connect to the Internet via feeds implanted in their brains.” – Candlewick Press

Instructor comments and concerns: “This is the "Brave New World" for the post-modern consumer culture age. Although this book is aimed at a younger audience, there's a great deal to discuss in it, and students often end up citing this book as the one that had the deepest impact on them, and meant the most to them.”
Title: Ship Fever (Story Collection)

Author:  Barrett, Andrea

Original publication date: 1996

Sub-genre/category/label: Historical Fiction

Approx. length: 250 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: John Calderazzo
Overview/Publisher’s Comments: “1996 National Book Award Winner for Fiction. Andrea Barrett's ‘work stands out for its sheer intelligence, its painstaking attempt to discern and describe the world's configuration. The overall effect is quietly dazzling.’ (Thomas Mallon, New York Times Book Review). The elegant short fictions gathered here about the love of science and the science of love are often set against the backdrop of the nineteenth century. Interweaving historical and fictional characters, they encompass both past and present as they negotiate the complex territory of ambition, failure, achievement, and shattered dreams.” - Norton 

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Seize the Day
Author:  Bellow, Saul

Original publication date: 1956

Sub-genre/category/label:

Approx. length: 150 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “Tommy Wilhelm in Seize the Day is both inspired and burdened by the American myth of success. At the age of twenty, he changes his name from Wilky Adler to Tommy Wilhelm, a name signifying the person he dreams of becoming. He thereby recalls James Gatz, who by calling himself Jay Gatsby thinks he can conjure up the man Daisy Buchanan will find irresistible. Unlike Gatsby, however, Wilhelm has not fled his past; he confronts it daily through his father, who still calls him Wilky. Wilhelm has "never . . . succeeded in feeling like Tommy, and in his soul had always remained Wilky" (p. 25). But he remains optimistic, though the distance between the man he is and the man he aspires to be is an endless source of despair.” - Penguin
Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Good Scent from a Strange Mountain
Author:  Butler, Robert Olen

Original publication date: 1992

Sub-genre/category/label: 

Approx. length: 250 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: John Calderazzo
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “The elegant short fictions gathered here about the love of science and the science of love are often set against the backdrop of the nineteenth century. Interweaving historical and fictional characters, they encompass both past and present as they negotiate the complex territory of ambition, failure, achievement, and shattered dreams. In Ship Fever, the title novella, a young Canadian doctor finds himself at the center of one of history's most tragic epidemics. In The English Pupil, Linnaeus, in old age, watches as the world he organized within his head slowly drifts beyond his reach. And in The Littoral Zone, two marine biologists wonder whether their life-altering affair finally was worth it. In the tradition of Alice Munro and William Trevor, these exquisitely rendered fictions encompass whole lives in a brief space. As they move between interior and exterior journeys, science is transformed from hard and known fact into malleable, strange and thrilling fictional material (Boston Globe).” - Norton

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The Big Sleep
Author:  Chandler, Raymond

Original publication date: 1939

Sub-genre/category/label: Detective / Crime Novel

Approx. length: 275 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “When a dying millionaire hires Philip Marlowe to handle the blackmailer of one of his two troublesome daughters, Marlowe finds himself involved with more than extortion. Kidnapping, pornography, seduction, and murder are just a few of the complications he gets caught up in.” - Vintage

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The Awakening (Novella)

Author: Chopin, Kate

Original publication date: 1899

Sub-genre/category:

Approx. length: 130 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher comments: “First published in 1899, this novel shocked readers with its open sensuality and uninhibited treatment of marital infidelity. Poignant and lyrical, it tells the story of a New Orleans wife who attempts to find love outside a stifling marriage. Critics have praised it as a first-rate narrative and a forerunner of the modern novel. Newly available in this inexpensive edition, "The Awakening" offers modern readers superb characterization and an insightful portrait of a woman’s awakening to physical passion.” – Dover Thrift

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The House on Mango Street (Novella)

Author: Cisneros, Sandra

Original publication date: 1984

Sub-genre/category: 

Approx. length: 110 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: James Thompson
Overview/Publisher comments: “Told in a series of vignettes stunning for their eloquence, The House on Mango Street is Sandra Cisneros's greatly admired novel of a young girl growing up in the Latino section of Chicago. Acclaimed by critics, beloved by children, their parents and grandparents, taught everywhere from inner-city grade schools to universities across the country, and translated all over the world, it has entered the canon of coming-of-age classics. Sometimes heartbreaking, sometimes deeply joyous, The House on Mango Street tells the story of Esperanza Cordero, whose neighborhood is one of harsh realities and harsh beauty. Esperanza doesn't want to belong — not to her rundown neighborhood, and not to the low expectations the world has for her. Esperanza's story is that of a young girl coming into her power, and inventing for herself what she will become.” - Vintage

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: White Noise
Author:  Delillo, Don

Original publication date: 1985

Sub-genre/category/label: 

Approx. length: 325 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: James Thompson, Tiffany Myers
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “Jack Gladney teaches Hitler studies at a liberal arts college in Middle America where his colleagues include New York expatriates who want to immerse themselves in "American magic and dread." Jack and his fourth wife, Babette, bound by their love, fear of death, and four ultramodern offspring, navigate the usual rocky passages of family life to the background babble of brand-name consumerism. Then a lethal black chemical cloud floats over thief lives, an "airborne toxic event" unleashed by an industrial accident. The menacing cloud is a more urgent and visible version of the "white noise" engulfing the Gladney family — radio transmissions, sirens, microwaves, ultrasonic appliances, and TV murmurings — pulsing with life, yet heralding the danger of death.” - Penguin

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?
Author:  Dick, Philip K.

Original publication date: 1968

Sub-genre/category/label: Science Fiction

Approx. length: 200 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? was published in 1968. Grim and foreboding, even today it is a masterpiece ahead of its time. 

By 2021, the World War had killed millions, driving entire species into extinction and sending mankind off-planet. Those who remained coveted any living creature, and for people who couldn't afford one, companies built incredibly realistic simulacrae: horses, birds, cats, sheep... 

They even built humans. Émigrés to Mars received androids so sophisticated it was impossible to tell them from true men or women. Fearful of the havoc these artificial humans could wreak, the government banned them from Earth. But when androids didn't want to be identified, they just blended in. 

Rick Deckard was an officially sanctioned bounty hunter whose job was to find rogue androids, and to retire them. But cornered, androids tended to fight back, with deadly results.” – Del Rey Books

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Love Medicine
Author:  Erdich, Louise

Original publication date: 1984

Sub-genre/category/label: Native American Literature

Approx. length: 370 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Tom Conway
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “The stunning first novel in Louise Erdrich's Native American series, Love Medicine tells the story of two families — the Kashpaws and the Lamartines. Written in Erdrich's uniquely poetic, powerful style, it is a multigenerational portrait of strong men and women caught in an unforgettable drama of anger, desire, and the healing power that is love medicine.” - HarperCollins

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: As I Lay Dying
Author:  Faulkner, William

Original publication date: 1930

Sub-genre/category/label: 

Approx. length:  290 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: James Thompson
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “At the heart of this 1930 novel is the Bundren family's bizarre journey to Jefferson to bury Addie, their wife and mother. Faulkner lets each family member--including Addie--and others along the way tell their private responses to Addie's life.” - Vintage

 Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The Great Gatsby
Author:  Fitzgerald, F. Scott

Original publication date: 1925

Sub-genre/category/label:

Approx. length: 240 pages
Current faculty to contact about use: David Bowen
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “The story of the fabulously wealthy Jay Gatsby and his love for the beautiful Daisy Buchanan has been acclaimed by generations of readers.” - Scribner 

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: This Side of Paradise
Author:  Fitzgerald, F. Scott

Original publication date: 1920

Sub-genre/category/label: 

Approx. length: 300 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Deborah Dimon
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “Definitive novel of the "Lost Generation" focuses on the coming of age of Amory Blaine, a handsome, wealthy Princeton student. He exemplifies the young men and women of the 20s who grew up to find "all Gods dead, all wars fought, all faiths in man shaken." Fitzgerald's first novel and an immediate, spectacular success. The story of Amory Blaine's adolescence and undergraduate days at Princeton, This Side of Paradise captures the essence of an American generation struggling to define itself in the aftermath of World War I and the destruction of "the old order.’” - Dover

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close
Author: Foer, Jonathan Safran

Original publication date: 2005

Sub-genre/category/label: 

Approx. length: 370 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: John Calderazzo
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “Oskar Schell is an inventor, Francophile, tambourine player, Shakespearean actor, jeweler, pacifist. He is nine years old. And he is on an urgent, secret search through the five boroughs of New York to find the lock that fits a mysterious key belonging to his father, who died in the attacks on the World Trade Center. An inspired creation, Oskar is endearing, exasperating and unforgettable. His search for the lock careens from Central Park to Coney Island to the Bronx and beyond. But it also travels into history, to Dresden and Hiroshima, where horrific bombings once shattered other lives. Along the way, Oskar encounters a motley assortment of humanity — a 103-year-old war reporter, a tour guide who never leaves the Empire State Building, lovers enraptured or scorned — all survivors in their own ways. Ultimately, Oskar ends his journey where it began, at his father's grave. But now he is accompanied by the silent stranger who has been renting the spare room of his grandmother's apartment. They are there to dig up his father's empty coffin. Rarely does a writer as young as Jonathan Foer display such virtuosity and wisdom. "His prose is clever, challenging, willfully constructed to make you read it again and again," said Marie Arana, in the Washington Post Book World, of Everything Is Illuminated. Once again Foer turns his capacious talent and vision to devastating events and finds solace in that most human quality, imagination. Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close boldly approaches history and tragedy with humor, tenderness and awe.” – Houghton Mifflin Harcourt

Instructor comments and concerns: Instructors report a good amount of success with this book.
Title: Plainsong
Author:  Haruf, Kent

Original publication date: 1999

Sub-genre/category/label: 

Approx. length: 300 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: John Calderazzo
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  "Ambitious, but never seeming so, Kent Haruf reveals a whole community as he interweaves the stories of a pregnant high school girl, a lonely teacher, a pair of boys abandoned by their mother, and a couple of crusty bachelor farmers. From simple elements, Haruf achieves a novel of wisdom and grace--a narrative that builds in strength and feeling until, as in a choral chant, the voices in the book surround, transport, and lift the reader off the ground." – From the Citation for the National Book Award (Vintage Books)

Instructor comments and concerns: Set in the Front Range region (Haruf is from Pueblo, Colorado)

Title: In Our Time (Story Collection)

Author:  Hemingway, Ernest

Original publication date: 1925

Sub-genre/category/label: Modernism

Approx. length:  160 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Elizabeth Noriega Stein
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “When In Our Time was published in 1925, it was praised by Ford Madox Ford, John Dos Passos, and F. Scott Fitzgerald for its simple and precise use of language to convey a wide range of complex emotions, and it earned Hemingway a place beside Sherwood Anderson and Gertrude Stein among the most promising American writers of that period. In Our Time contains several early Hemingway classics, including the famous Nick Adams stories "Indian Camp," "The Doctor and the Doctor's Wife," "The Three Day Blow," and "The Battler," and introduces readers to the hallmarks of the Hemingway style: a lean, tough prose — enlivened by an car for the colloquial and an eye for the realistic that suggests, through the simplest of statements, a sense of moral value and a clarity of heart. Now recognized as one of the most original short story collections in twentieth-century literature, In Our Time provides a key to Hemingway's later works.” - Scribner

Instructor comments and concerns: Accessible and relatable.
Title: The Sun Also Rises
Author:  Hemingway, Ernest

Original publication date:

Sub-genre/category/label: Modernism

Approx. length: 250 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Todd Mitchell
Overview /Publisher comments:  “The Sun Also Rises was Ernest Hemingway's first big novel, and immediately established Hemingway as one of the great prose stylists, and one of the preeminent writers of his time. It is also the book that encapsulates the angst of the post-World War I generation, known as the Lost Generation. This poignantly beautiful story of a group of American and English expatriates in Paris on an excursion to Pamplona represents a dramatic step forward for Hemingway's evolving style. Featuring Left Bank Paris in the 1920s and brutally realistic descriptions of bullfighting in Spain, the story is about the flamboyant Lady Brett Ashley and the hapless Jake Barnes. In an age of moral bankruptcy, spiritual dissolution, unrealized love, and vanishing illusions, this is the Lost Generation.” - Scribner

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The Kite Runner
Author: Hosseini, Khaled (American, born Kabul, Afghanistan)

Original publication date: 2003

Sub-genre/category:

Approx. length: 400 pages
Current faculty to contact about use: Todd Mitchell
Overview/Publisher comments: “An epic tale of fathers and sons, of friendship and betrayal, that takes us from Afghanistan in the final days of the monarchy to the atrocities of the present. The unforgettable, heartbreaking story of the unlikely friendship between a wealthy boy and the son of his father's servant, The Kite Runner is a beautifully crafted novel set in a country that is in the process of being destroyed. It is about the power of reading, the price of betrayal, and the possibility of redemption, and it is also about the power of fathers over sons-their love, their sacrifices, their lies. The first Afghan novel to be written in English, The Kite Runner tells a sweeping story of family, love, and friendship against a backdrop of history that has not been told in fiction before, bringing to mind the large canvases of the Russian writers of the nineteenth century. But just as it is old-fashioned in its narration, it is contemporary in its subject-the devastating history of Afghanistan over the last thirty years. As emotionally gripping as it is tender, The Kite Runner is an unusual and powerful debut.” – Riverhead Books

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Their Eyes Were Watching God
Author:  Hurston, Zora Neale

Original publication date: 1937

Sub-genre/category/label: regarded as a seminal work in both African American literature and women's literature.
Approx. length: 255 pages
Current faculty to contact about use: Todd Mitchell, James Thompson
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “Fair and long-legged, independent and articulate, Janie Crawford sets out to be her own person — no mean feat for a black woman in the '30s. Janie's quest for identity takes her through three marriages and into a journey back to her roots.” – Harper Perennial

Instructor comments and concerns: “Some students have trouble with the language at first, but this book introduces so many great issues to discuss, and is very accessible.”
Title: Jesus’ Son (Story Collection)

Author:  Johnson, Denis

Original publication date: 1993

Sub-genre/category/label: 

Approx. length: 175 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Marty Moran
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “Jesus' Son, the first collection of stories by Denis Johnson, presents a unique, hallucinatory vision of contemporary American life, and marks a new level of achievement for this acclaimed writer. Set in the Midwest and West, they are narrated by a young man, an alcoholic and heroin addict, whose dependencies have led him to petty crime, cruelty, betrayal, and various kinds of loss. Many of them are centered around the Vine, a bar in an Iowa town where the narrator meets his friends and forms alliances ‘based on something erroneous, some basic misunderstanding that hadn't yet come to light.’ In their intensity of perception, their neon-lit evocation of a strange world brought uncomfortably close, the stories in Jesus' Son offer a disturbing yet eerily beautiful portrayal of American loneliness and hope.” – Harper Perennial
Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: No One Belongs Here More Than You (Story Collection)

Author:  July, Miranda

Original publication date: 2007

Sub-genre/category/label: 

Approx. length: 205 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “Award-winning filmmaker and performing artist Miranda July brings her extraordinary talents to the page in a startling, sexy, and tender collection. In these stories, July gives the most seemingly insignificant moments a sly potency. A benign encounter, a misunderstanding, a shy revelation can reconfigure the world. Her characters engage awkwardly — they are sometimes too remote, sometimes too intimate. With great compassion and generosity, July reveals their idiosyncrasies and the odd logic and longing that govern their lives. No One Belongs Here More Than You is a stunning debut, the work of a writer with a spectacularly original and compelling voice.” - Scribner

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The Dharma Bums
Author:  Kerouac, Jack

Original publication date: 1958

Sub-genre/category/label: Beat Literature

Approx. length: 200-240 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Marty Moran
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “Another autobiographical novel from Kerouac, The Dharma Bums, encompasses the ideals of freedom set forth by Whitman and Thoreau, with Buddhism thrown in for good measure. Focusing on the friendship between Ray Smith (modeled on Kerouac) and Japhy Ryder (Gary Snyder), the Buddhist sub-theme is evoked in Smith and Ryder's wish to introduce the concept of Dharma to others. Acknowledged by Kerouac scholars to be a more mature work than On the Road, The Dharma Bums is called ‘perhaps the most representative expression of the Beat sensibility in a work of fiction" by Sue L. Kimball in "Critical Survey of Long Fiction.’” - Penguin
Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: On the Road
Author:  Kerouac, Jack

Original publication date: 1957

Sub-genre/category/label: Beat Literature

Approx. length: 320 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: James Thompson
Overview/Publisher’s Comments: “On the Road chronicles Jack Kerouac's years traveling the North American continent with his friend Neal Cassady, "a sideburned hero of the snowy West." As "Sal Paradise" and "Dean Moriarty," the two roam the country in a quest for self-knowledge and experience. Kerouac's love of America, his compassion for humanity, and his sense of language as jazz combine to make On the Road an inspirational work of lasting importance. 

Kerouac's classic novel of freedom and longing defined what it meant to be "Beat" and has inspired every generation since its initial publication more than forty years ago.” - Penguin 

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
Author:  Kesey, Ken

Original publication date: 1962

Sub-genre/category/label: 

Approx. length: 270 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Deborah Dimon, Judith Lane
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  An international bestseller and the basis for a hugely successful film, Ken Kesey's One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest was one of the defining works of the 1960s. A mordant, wickedly subversive parable set in a mental ward, the novel chronicles the head-on collision between its hell-raising, life-affirming hero Randle Patrick McMurphy and the totalitarian rule of Big Nurse. McMurphy swaggers into the mental ward like a blast of fresh air and turns the place upside down, starting a gambling operation, smuggling in wine and women, and egging on the other patients to join him in open rebellion. But McMurphy's revolution against Big Nurse and everything she stands for quickly turns from sport to a fierce power struggle with shattering results. With One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest, Kesey created a work without precedent in American literature, a novel at once comic and tragic that probes the nature of madness and sanity, authority and vitality. Greeted by unanimous acclaim when it was first published, the book has become an enduring favorite of readers.” - Penguin

Instructor comments and concerns:
Title: The Poisonwood Bible
Author:  Kingsolver, Barbara

Original publication date: 1998

Sub-genre/category/label: Historical Fiction

Approx. length: 550 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Ann Mitchell
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “The Poisonwood Bible is a story told by the wife and four daughters of Nathan Price, a fierce, evangelical Baptist who takes his family and mission to the Belgian Congo in1959. They carry with them everything they believe they will need from home, but soon find that all of it--from garden seeds to Scripture--is calamitously transformed on African soil. What follows is a suspenseful epic of one family's tragic undoing and remarkable reconstruction over the course of three decades in postcolonial Africa. The novel is set against one of the most dramatic political chronicles of the twentieth century: the Congo's fight for independence from Belgium, the order of its first elected prime minister, the CIA coup to install his replacement, and the insidious progress of a world economic order that robs the fledgling African nation of its autonomy. Taking its place alongside the classic works of postcolonial literature, this ambitious novel establishes Kingsolver as one of the most thoughtful and daring of modern writers.” - Perennial

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The Woman Warrior: Memoirs of a Girlhood Among Ghosts
Author: Kingston, Maxine Hong

Original publication date: 1975

Sub-genre/category/label: Creative Memoir

Approx. length: 200 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “A Chinese American woman tells of the Chinese myths, family stories and events of her California childhood that have shaped her identity.” - Vintage

 Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The Painted Bird
Author:  Kosinski, Jerzy (born in Poland)

Original publication date: 1965

Sub-genre/category/label: War Novel

Approx. length: 235 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: David Bowen
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “Originally published in 1965, The Painted Bird established Jerzy Kosinski as a major literary figure. Kosinski's story follows a dark-haired, olive-skinned boy, abandoned by his parents during World War II, as he wanders alone from one village to another, sometimes hounded and tortured, only rarely sheltered and cared for. Through the juxtaposition of adolescence and the most brutal of adult experiences, Kosinski sums up a Bosch-like world of harrowing excess where senseless violence and untempered hatred are the norm. Through sparse prose and vivid imagery, Kosinski's novel is a story of mythic proportion, even more relevant to today's society than it was upon its original publication.” -  Grove Press

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Interpreter of Maladies (Story Collection)

Author:  Lahiri, Jhumpa (Indian descent, born in London)

Original publication date: 2000

Sub-genre/category/label:

Approx. length: 160 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Debra Walker, Judith Lane
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “Navigating between the Indian traditions they've inherited and the baffling new world, the characters in Jhumpa Lahiri's elegant, touching stories seek love beyond the barriers of culture and generations. In "A Temporary Matter," published in the New Yorker, a young Indian-American couple faces the heartbreak of a stillborn birth while their Boston neighborhood copes with a nightly blackout. In the title story, an interpreter guides an American family through the India of their ancestors and hears an astonishing confession. Lahiri writes with deft cultural insight reminiscent of Anita Desai and a nuanced depth that recalls Mavis Gallant. She is an important and powerful new voice.” – Mariner Books

 Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The Namesake
Author:  Lahiri, Jhumpa (American of Indian descent, born in London)

Original publication date: 2003

Sub-genre/category/label:

Approx. length: 290 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Amber Paulson
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “Jhumpa Lahiri's debut story collection, Interpreter of Maladies, took the literary world by storm when it won the Pulitzer Prize in 2000. Fans who flocked to her stories will be captivated by her best-selling first novel, now in paperback for the first time. 

The Namesake is a finely wrought, deeply moving family drama that illuminates this acclaimed author's signature themes: the immigrant experience, the clash of cultures, the tangled ties between generations. 

The Namesake takes the Ganguli family from their tradition-bound life in Calcutta through their fraught transformation into Americans. On the heels of an arranged wedding, Ashoke and Ashima Ganguli settle in Cambridge, Massachusetts, where Ashoke does his best to adapt while his wife pines for home. When their son, Gogol, is born, the task of naming him betrays their hope of respecting old ways in a new world. And we watch as Gogol stumbles along the first-generation path, strewn with conflicting loyalties, comic detours, and wrenching love affairs. With empathy and penetrating insight, Lahiri explores the expectations bestowed on us by our parents and the means by which we come to define who we are.” – Mariner Books

Instructor comments and concerns:
Title: The Left Hand of Darkness
Author:  LeGuin, Ursula K.

Original publication date: 1969

Sub-genre/category/label: Science Fiction

Approx. length: 300 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “A groundbreaking work of science fiction, The Left Hand of Darkness tells the story of a lone human emissary to Winter, an alien world whose inhabitants can change their gender. His goal is to facilitate Winter's inclusion in a growing intergalactic civilization. But to do so he must bridge the gulf between his own views and those of the completely dissimilar culture that he encounters. Embracing the aspects of psychology, society, and human emotion on an alien world, The Left Hand of Darkness stands as a landmark achievement in the annals of intellectual science fiction.” – ACE Charter

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: House Made of Dawn
Author:  Momaday, N. Scott

Original publication date: 1968

Sub-genre/category/label: Native American Literature

Approx. length:  210 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Elizabeth Noriega Stein
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “House Made of Dawn, which won the Pulitzer Prize in 1969, tells the story of a young American Indian named Abel, home from a foreign war and caught between two worlds: one his father's, wedding him to the rhythm of the seasons and the harsh beauty of the land; the other of industrial America, a goading him into a compulsive cycle of dissipation and disgust.” – Harper Perennial 

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Beloved
Author:  Morrison, Toni

Original publication date: 1987

Sub-genre/category/label: 

Approx. length: 325 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: David Bowen
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “At the center of Toni Morrison's fifth novel, which earned her the 1988 Pulitzer Prize for fiction, is an almost unspeakable act of horror and heroism: a woman brutally kills her infant daughter rather than allow her to be enslaved. The woman is Sethe, and the novel traces her journey from slavery to freedom during and immediately following the Civil War. Woven into this circular, mesmerizing narrative are the horrible truths of Sethe's past: the incredible cruelties she endured as a slave, and the hardships she suffered in her journey north to freedom. Just as Sethe finds the past too painful to remember, and the future just "a matter of keeping the past at bay," her story is almost too painful to read. Yet Morrison manages to imbue the wreckage of her characters' lives with compassion, humanity, and humor. Part ghost story, part history lesson, part folk tale, Beloved finds beauty in the unbearable, and lets us all see the enduring promise of hope that lies in anyone's future.” - Plume

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The Bluest Eye
Author:  Morrison, Toni

Original publication date: 1970

Sub-genre/category/label: 

Approx. length: 225 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: John Calderazzo, Tiffany Myers
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  From Nobel Laureate Toni Morrison comes the story of a young black girl who longs to be like the blond, blue-eyed children that America loves-a novel "so charged with pain and wonder that it becomes poetry"  - The New York Times
 Instructor comments and concerns: Instructors report a good amount of success with this book.
Title: Jazz
Author:  Morrison, Toni

Original publication date: 1992

Sub-genre/category/label: 

Approx. length: 230 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Tom Conway, Marty Moran
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “In the winter of 1926, when everybody everywhere sees nothing but good things ahead, Joe Trace, middle-aged door-to-door salesman of Cleopatra beauty products, shoots his teenage lover to death. At the funeral, Joe's wife, Violet, attacks the girl's corpse. This passionate, profound story of love and obsession brings us back and forth in time, as a narrative is assembled from the emotions, hopes, fears, and deep realities of black urban life.” – Random House

Instructor comments and concerns:  Unique style that works well with content, but some students have difficulty navigating the text for the same reason.

Title: Song of Solomon
Author:  Morrison, Toni

Original publication date: 1977

Sub-genre/category/label: 

Approx. length: 350 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Deborah Dimon
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “Toni Morrison's Song of Solomon a novel of large beauty and power, creates a magical world out of four generations of black life in America, a world we enter on the day of the birth of Macon Dead, Jr. (known as Milkman), son of the richest black family in a mid-western town; the day on which the lonely insurance man, Robert Smith, poised in blue silk wings, attempts to fly from a steeple of the hospital, a black Icarus looking homeward... 

We see Milkman growing up in his father's money-haunted, death-haunted house with his silent sisters and strangely passive mother, beginning to move outward--through his profound love and combat with his friend Guitar...through Guitar's mad and loving commitment to the secret avengers called the Seven Days...through Milkman's exotic, imprisoning affair with his love-blind cousin, Hagar...and through his unconscious apprenticeship to his mystical Aunt Pilate, who saved his life before he was born. 

And we follow him as he strikes out alone; moving first toward adventure and then--as the unspoken truth about his family and his own buried heritage announces itself--toward an adventurous and crucial embrace of life. This is a novel that expresses, with passion, tenderness, and a magnificence of language, the mysterious primal essence of family bond and conflict, the feelings and experience of all people wanting, and striving, to be alive.” - Knopf

Instructor comments and concerns:
Title: The Things They Carried (Novel / Story Collection)

Author:  O’Brien, Tim

Original publication date: 1998

Sub-genre/category/label: Metafiction, Vietnam War Literature, Creative Memoir

Approx. length: 270 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Deborah Dimon, John Calderazzo, Marty Moran, Molly Reid, James Thompson, Judith Lane
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “One of the first questions people ask about The Things They Carried is this: is it a novel, or a collection of short stories? The title page refers to the book simply as "a work of fiction," defying the conscientious reader's need to categorize this masterpiece. It is both: a collection of interrelated short pieces which ultimately reads with the dramatic force and tension of a novel. Yet each one of the 22 short pieces is written with such care, emotional content, and prosaic precision that it could stand on its own. The Things They Carried depicts the men of Alpha Company and, of course, the character Tim O'Brien who has survived his tour in Vietnam to become a father and writer at the age of 43. They battle the enemy (or maybe more the idea of the enemy), and occasionally each other. In their relationships we see their isolation and loneliness, their rage and fear. They miss their families, their girlfriends and buddies; they miss the lives they left back home. Yet they find sympathy and kindness for strangers (the old man who leads them unscathed through the mine field, the girl who grieves while she dances), and love for each other, because in Vietnam they are the only family they have. We hear the voices of the men and build images upon their dialogue. The way they tell stories about others, we hear them telling stories about themselves. With the creative verve of the greatest fiction and the intimacy of a searing autobiography, The Things They Carried is a testament to the men who risked their lives in America's most controversial war. It is also a mirror held up to the frailty of humanity. Ultimately The Things They Carried and its myriad protagonists call to order the courage, determination, and luck we all need to survive.” – Broadway Books

Instructor comments and concerns: Valuable for discussing the sometimes blurry line between fiction and non-fiction, and the presence and necessity of “truth” in what we read.  Instructors report a good amount of success with this book, and it is the most popular choice in recent years.
Title: Everything that Rises Must Converge (Story Collection)

Author:  O’Connor, Flannery

Original publication date: 1965

Sub-genre/category/label: 

Approx. length: 270 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “Flannery O'Connor was working on Everything That Rises Must Converge at the time of her death. This collection is an exquisite legacy from a genius of the American short story, in which she scrutinizes territory familiar to her readers: race, faith, and morality. The stories encompass the comic and the tragic, the beautiful and the grotesque; each carries her highly individual stamp and could have been written by no one else.” – Farrar Straus Giroux

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: A Good Man Is Hard to Find (Story Collection)

Author:  O’Connor, Flannery

Original publication date: 1955

Sub-genre/category/label: Southern Gothic

Approx. length: 250 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: James Thompson
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “The collection that established O'Connor's reputation as one of the American masters of the short story. The volume contains the celebrated title story, a tale of the murderous fugitive "The Misfit," as well as "The Displaced Person" and eight other stories.” – Mariner Books

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The Emperor Was Divine
Author: Otsuka, Julie

Original publication date: 

Sub-genre/category:

Approx. length: 160 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Elizabeth Noriega Stein
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “Julie Otsuka's commanding debut novel paints a portrait of the Japanese internment camps unlike any we have ever seen. With crystalline intensity and precision, Otsuka uses a single family to evoke the deracination — both physical and emotional — of a generation of Japanese Americans. In five chapters, each flawlessly executed from a different point of view — the mother receiving the order to evacuate; the daughter on the long train ride to the camp; the son in the desert encampment; the family's return to their home; and the bitter release of the father after more than four years in captivity — she has created a small tour de force, a novel of unrelenting economy and suppressed emotion. Spare, intimate, arrestingly understated, When the Emperor Was Divine is a haunting evocation of a family in wartime and an unmistakably resonant lesson for our times. It heralds the arrival of a singularly gifted new novelist.” - Anchor

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Survivor
Author:  Palahniuk, Chuck

Original publication date: 1999

Sub-genre/category/label: Satire, Dark Comedy

Approx. length: 290 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher’s Comments: “"The only difference between suicide and martyrdom is press coverage," according to the "been there, done that" wisdom of Tender Branson, last surviving member of the Creedish Death Cult. At the opening of Chuck Palahniuk's hilariously unnerving second novel, Tender is cruising on autopilot, 39,000 feet up, dictating the whole of his life story into Flight 2039's "black box" in the final moments before crashing into the vast Australian outback. Not since Kurt Vonnegut's Mother Night has there been as dark and telling a satire on the wages of fame and the bedrock lunacy of the modern world. Wickedly incisive and mesmerizing, Survivor is Chuck Palahniuk at his deadpan peak.” – Anchor Books

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Bel Canto
Author:  Patchett, Ann

Original publication date: 2001

Sub-genre/category/label: Thriller

Approx. length: 320 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Judith Lane
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  Somewhere in South America, at the home of the country's vice president, a lavish birthday party is being held in honor of Mr. Hosokawa, a powerful Japanese businessman. Roxanne Coss, opera's most revered soprano, has mesmerized the international guests with her singing. It is a perfect evening — until a band of gun-wielding terrorists breaks in through the air-conditioning vents and takes the entire party hostage. But what begins as a panicked, life-threatening scenario slowly evolves into something quite different, as terrorists and hostages forge unexpected bonds and people from different countries and continents become compatriots. Without the demands of the world to shape their days, life on the inside becomes more beautiful than anything they had ever known before. At once riveting and impassioned, the narrative becomes a moving exploration of how people communicate when music is the only common language. Friendship, compassion, and the chance for great love lead the characters to forget the real danger that has been set in motion and cannot be stopped. Ann Patchett has written a novel that is as lyrical and profound as it is unforgettable. Bel Canto engenders in the reader the very passion for art and the language of music that its characters discover. As a reader, you find yourself fervently wanting this captivity to continue forever, even though you know that real life waits on the other side of the garden wall. Bel Canto is a virtuoso performance by one of our best and most important writers. It is a novel to be cherished.” – Harper Perennial

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Sky Bridge
Author:  Pritchett, Laura

Original publication date: 

Sub-genre/category/label:

Approx. length: 220 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: John Calderazzo, Todd Mitchell
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “A supermarket clerk in a small dusty town, 22-year-old Libby is full of dreams but lacks the means to pursue them. When her younger sister Tess becomes pregnant, Libby convinces her not to have an abortion by promising to raise the child herself. When Tess takes off after the baby is born, Libby finds that her new role only increases the challenges she faces. Her already haphazard life becomes ever more fragmented. The baby's father, a Christian rodeo rider, suddenly demands custody, Libby loses her job, her boyfriend abandons her, and her own mother harps on how stupid she was to make that promise to Tess. More than a story of a single mother overcoming obstacles, Sky Bridge, with its painfully honest observations and complexity, leaves readers with a fresh feeling for what it means to inhabit a world in which dreams die, and are sometimes reborn.” – Milkweed Editions

Instructor comments and concerns: Local author

Title: The Crying of Lot 49
Author:  Pynchon, Thomas

Original publication date: 1966

Sub-genre/category/label:
Approx. length: 180 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “The highly original satire about Oedipa Maas, a woman who finds herself enmeshed in a worldwide conspiracy, meets some extremely interesting characters, and attains a not inconsiderable amount of self knowledge.” – Harper Perennial

Instructor comments and concerns: 

Title: Ishmael
Author:  Quinn, Daniel

Original publication date: 1992

Sub-genre/category/label: 

Approx. length: 260 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Tom Conway
Overview/Publisher’s Comments: “The narrator of this extraordinary tale is a man  in search for truth. He answers an ad in a local  newspaper from a teacher looking for serious  pupils, only to find himself alone in an abandoned  office with a full-grown gorilla that is nibbling  delicately on a slender branch. "You are the  teacher?" he asks incredulously. "I am the teacher," the gorilla replies. Ishmael is a creature of immense wisdom and he has a story to tell, one that no other human being has ever  heard. It is a story that extends backward and  forward over the lifespan of the earth from the birth  of time to a future there is still time save.  Like all great teachers, Ishmael refuses to make the  lesson easy; he demands the final illumination to  come from within ourselves. Is it man's destiny  to rule the world? Or is it a higher destiny  possible for him-- one more wonderful than he has ever  imagined?” – Bantam Books

Instructor comments and concerns:
Title: Flight to Canada
Author: Reed, Ishmael

Original publication date: 1976

Sub-genre/category:

Approx. length: 190 pages
Current faculty to contact about use: Jeremy Proctor
Overview/Publisher comments: “Brilliantly portrayed by a novelist with "a talent for hyperbole and downright yarning unequaled since Mark Twain", (Saturday Review), this slave's-eye view of the Civil War exposes America's racial foibles of the past and present with uninhibited humor and panache. Mixing history, fantasy, political reality, and comedy, Ishmael Reed spins the tale of three runaway slaves and the master determined to catch them. His on-target parody of fugitive slave narratives and other literary forms includes a hero who boards a jet bound for Canada; Abraham Lincoln waltzing through slave quarters to the tune of "Hello, Dolly"; and a plantation mistress entranced by TV's "Beecher Hour". Filled with insights into the political consciences (or lack thereof) of both blacks and whites, Flight to Canada confirms Reed's status as "a great writer" (James Baldwin).” - Scribner

Instructor comments and concerns: “This is a novel that students either despise or love.  The novel is a postmodern parody of the slave narrative and it has many anachronistic historical elements that student have a tough time grappling with.  The 1970’s jive vernacular is also a bit tough for them to access, but those that ‘get it’ really tend to love the novel.  It shows a clever portrayal of African Americans and the problems of identity shortly after the civil rights movement.  It is also a quick read, but it can be confusing for many novice readers.  I open this text with a lecture on postmodernism to help situate students.  (African American writer discussing identity and social problems in 1960’s/70’s U.S. in the context of slavery).”
Title: Brown: The Last Discovery of America (Essays)

Author:  Rodriguez, Richard

Original publication date: 2002

Sub-genre/category/label: 

Approx. length: 255 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Elizabeth Noriega Stein
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “America is browning. As politicians, schoolteachers, and grandparents attempt to decipher what that might mean, Richard Rodriguez argues America has been brown from its inception, as he himself is. As a brown man, I think . . . (But do we really think that color colors thought?).  In his two previous memoirs, Hunger of Memory and Days of Obligation, Rodriguez wrote about the intersection of his private life with public issues of class and ethnicity. With Brown, his consideration of race, Rodriguez completes his "trilogy on American public life." For Rodriguez, brown is not a singular color. Brown is evidence of mixture. Brown is a shade created by desire-an emblem of the erotic history of America, which began the moment the African and the European met within the Indian eye. Rodriguez reflects on various cultural associations of the color brown-toil, decay, impurity, time-arranging dazzling juxtapositions for which he is justly famous: Alexis de Tocqueville, Malcolm X, minstrel shows, Broadway musicals, Puritanism, the Sistine Chapel, Cubism, homosexuality, and the influence on his life of two federal figures-Ben Franklin and Richard Nixon ("the dark father of Hispanicity"). At the core of the book is an assessment of the meaning of Hispanics to the life of America. Reflecting upon the new demographic profile of our country, Rodriguez observes that Hispanics are becoming Americanized at the same rate that the United States is becoming Latinized. Hispanics are coloring an American identity that traditionally has chosen to describe itself as black and white.” – Viking Adult

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The Female Man
Author: Russ, Joanna

Original publication date: 1975

Sub-genre/category/label: Science Fiction

Approx. length: 215 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: David Bowen
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “It's influenced William Gibson, been listed as one of the ten essential works of science fiction, and sold over 100,000 copies. But most important, Joanna Russ's The Female Man is a suspenseful, surprising, and darkly witty chronicle of what happens when Jeannine, Janet, Joanna, and Jael — four alternate selves from drastically different realities — meet.” – Beacon Press

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Ceremony
Author:  Silko, Leslie Marmon

Original publication date: 1977

Sub-genre/category/label: Native American Literature

Approx. length: 240-260 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Ann Mitchell, Marty Moran
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “Tayo, a young Native American, has been a prisoner of the Japanese during World War II, and the horrors of captivity have almost eroded his will to survive. His return to the Laguna Pueblo reservation only increases his feeling of estrangement and alienation. While other returning soldiers find easy refuge in alcohol and senseless violence, Tayo searches for another kind of comfort and resolution.  Tayo's quest leads him back to the Indian past and its traditions, to beliefs about witchcraft and evil, and to the ancient stories of his people. The search itself becomes a ritual, a curative ceremony that defeats the most virulent of afflictions — despair.” - Penguin
Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: A Thousand Acres
Author:  Smiley, Jane

Original publication date: 1991

Sub-genre/category/label: Domestic Realism

Approx. length: 370 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher’s Comments: “When Larry Cook, the aging patriarch of a rich, thriving farm in Iowa, decides to retire, he offers his land to his three daughters. For Ginny and Rose, who live on the farm with their husbands, the gift makes sense--a reward for years of hard work, a challenge to make the farm even more successful. But the youngest, Caroline, a Des Moines lawyer, flatly rejects the idea, and in anger her father cuts her out--setting off an explosive series of events that will leave none of them unchanged. A classic story of contemporary American life, A THOUSAND ACRES strikes at the very heart of what it means to be a father, a daughter, a family.” – Ivy Books 

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Cannery Row
Author:  Steinbeck, John

Original publication date: 1945

Sub-genre/category/label:

Approx. length: 185 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Elizabeth Noriega Stein, Tom Conway
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “Drawing characters based on his memories of real inhabitants of Monterey, Steinbeck interweaves the stories of Doc, Henri, Mack, and his boys, in a world where only the fittest survive, in a novel that focuses on the acceptance of life as it is--a story at once humorous and poignant.” - Penguin

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The Grapes of Wrath
Author:  Steinbeck, John

Original publication date: 1939

Sub-genre/category/label: 

Approx. length: 450-550 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  "’I've done my damndest to rip a reader's nerves to rags, I don't want him satisfied." Shocking and controversial when it was first published in 1939, Steinbeck's Pulitzer prize-winning epic, The Grapes of Wrath, remains his undisputed masterpiece. Set against the background of Dust Bowl Oklahoma and Californian migrant life, it tells of the Joad family, who, like thousands of others, are forced to travel west in search of the promised land. Their story is one of false hopes, thwarted desires and broken dreams, yet out of their suffering Steinbeck created a drama that is intensely human, yet majestic in its scale and moral vision; an eloquent tribute to the endurance and dignity of the human spirit.” - Penguin

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: A Confederacy of Dunces
Author:  Toole, John Kennedy

Original publication date: 1981

Sub-genre/category/label: Comedy

Approx. length: 415 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Tiffany Myers
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “The classic novel that won the 1981 Pulitzer Prize for fiction features a Foreword by Walker Percy that looks back on the history of this humorous story set in New Orleans about around a slob named Ignatius Reilly and his relationship with his mother.” – LSU Press

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Cat’s Cradle
Author:  Vonnegut, Kurt

Original publication date: 1963

Sub-genre/category/label: Science Fiction, Satire

Approx. length: 300 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “One of Vonnegut's major works, this is an apocalyptic tale of the planet's ultimate fate, featuring a cast of unlikely heroes.” – Dial Press

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Slaughterhouse-Five
Author:  Vonnegut, Kurt

Original publication date: 1968

Sub-genre/category/label: Metafiction, Science Fiction

Approx. length: 250 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Marty Moran, James Thompson
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “Slaughterhouse-Five is one of the world's great anti-war books. Centering on the infamous fire-bombing of Dresden, Billy Pilgrim's odyssey through time reflects the mythic journey of our own fractured lives as we search for meaning in what we are afraid to know.” - Dell

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The Color Purple
Author:  Walker. Alice

Original publication date: 1982

Sub-genre/category/label: 

Approx. length: 305 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher’s Comments: “Celie is a poor black woman whose letters tell the story of 20 years of her life, beginning at age 14 when she is being abused and raped by her father and attempting to protect her sister from the same fate, and continuing over the course of her marriage to "Mister," a brutal man who terrorizes her. Celie eventually learns that her abusive husband has been keeping her sister's letters from her and the rage she feels, combined with an example of love and independence provided by her close friend Shug, pushes her finally toward an awakening of her creative and loving self.” - Pocket

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Native Son
Author:  Wright, Richard

Original publication date: 1940

Sub-genre/category/label: 

Approx. length: 500 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Debra Walker
Overview/Publisher’s Comments:  “Right from the start, Bigger Thomas had been headed for jail. It could have been for assault or petty larceny; by chance, it was for murder and rape. Native Son tells the story of this young black man caught in a downward spiral after he kills a young white woman in a brief moment of panic. Set in Chicago in the 1930s, Wright's powerful novel is an unsparing reflection on the poverty and feelings of hopelessness experienced by people in inner cities across the country and of what it means to be black in America. Widely acclaimed as one of the finest books ever written on race and class divisions in America, this powerful novel reflects the forces of poverty, injustice, and hopelessness that continue to shape society.” – Harper Perennial 

Instructor comments and concerns:
International Novels / Novellas / Story Collections

Title: Things Fall Apart
Author: Achebe, Chinua

Original publication date: 1958

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: Nigeria

Original language: English

Approx. length: 225 pages
Current faculty to contact about use: Debra Walker, Ann Mitchell
Overview/Publisher comments: “Chinua Achebe's first novel portrays the collision of African and European cultures in people's lives. Okonkwo, a great man in Igbo traditional society, cannot adapt to the profound changes brought about by British colonial rule. Yet, as in classic tragedy, Okonkwo's downfall results from his own character as well as from external forces.” – Anchor Books

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Our Sister Killjoy
Author: Aidoo, Ama

Original publication date: 1978

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: Ghana

Original language: English

Approx. length: 135 pages
Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher comments: “In this novel, the author explores the thoughts and experiences of a Ghanaian girl on her travels through Europe. It offers a running commentary on Sissie's feelings of alienation, her reflections on European culture and "civilization" and her return to the warmth of home in Africa.” - Longman

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Eva Luna
Author: Allende, Isabel

Original publication date: 1985

Sub-genre/category: Magical Realism

Country of origin: Chile

Original language: Spanish

Approx. length: 320 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher comments: “An exotic dance that beguiles and entices... The enchanted and enchanting account of a contemporary Scheherazade, a wide-eyed American  teller-of-tales who triumphs over harsh reality  through the creative power of her own imagination.” - Bantam

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Untouchable
Author: Anand, Mulk Raj

Original publication date: 1935

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: India

Original language: English

Approx. length: 160 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Jeremy Proctor
Overview/Publisher comments: “Bakha is a young man, proud and even attractive, yet none the less he is an outcast in India's caste system: an Untouchable. In deceptively simple prose this groundbreaking novel describes a day in the life of Bakha, sweeper and toilet-cleaner, as he searches for a meaning to the tragic existence he has been born into - and comes to an unexpected conclusion. Mulk Raj Anand poured a vitality, fire and richness of detail into his controversial work, which led him to be acclaimed as his country's Charles Dickens and one of the twentieth century's most important Indian writers.” – Penguin Classics

Instructor comments and concerns: “This novel is recommended because it is an introduction to a time and society (the Dalits  in 1930’s India) that students don’t find intimidating.  Many students find this the most impactful work of the semester due to its description of a day in the life of a person of India’s lowest caste.  I find it a bit banal and the politics a bit too slap-in-the-face, but I keep it around because it is accessible, multicultural, and a relatively quick read.  I begin this novel with a lecture on postcolonialism. (East Indian writer discussing problem of caste system).”
Title: The Handmaid’s Tale
Author: Atwood, Margaret

Original publication date: 1985

Sub-genre/category: Dystopian Literature

Country of origin: Canada

Original language: English

Approx. length: 320 pages
Current faculty to contact about use: Debra Walker, Molly Reid
Overview/Publisher comments: “In the world of the near future, who will control women's bodies? Offred is a Handmaid in the Republic of Gilead. She may leave the home of the Commander and his wife once a day to walk to food markets whose signs are now pictures instead of words because women are no longer allowed to read. She must lie on her back once a month and pray that the Commander makes her pregnant, because in an age of declining births, Offred and the other Handmaids are only valued if their ovaries are viable. Offred can remember the days before, when she lived and made love with her husband Luke; when she played with and protected her daughter; when she had a job, money of her own, and access to knowledge. But all of that is gone now....   Funny, unexpected, horrifying, and altogether convincing, The Handmaid's Tale is at once scathing satire, dire warning, and tour de force.” – Anchor Books

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Oryx and Crake
Author: Atwood, Margaret

Original publication date: 2003

Sub-genre/category: Dystopian Literature, Science Fiction

Country of origin: Canada

Original language: English

Approx. length: 400 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher comments: “The narrator of Atwood's riveting novel calls himself Snowman. When the story opens, he is sleeping in a tree, wearing an old bedsheet, mourning the loss of his beloved Oryx and his best friend Crake, and slowly starving to death. He searches for supplies in a wasteland where insects proliferate and pigoons and wolvogs ravage the pleeblands, where ordinary people once lived, and the Compounds that sheltered the extraordinary. As he tries to piece together what has taken place, the narrative shifts to decades earlier. How did everything fall apart so quickly? Why is he left with nothing but his haunting memories? Alone except for the green-eyed Children of Crake, who think of him as a kind of monster, he explores the answers to these questions in the double journey he takes - into his own past, and back to Crake's high-tech bubble-dome, where the Paradice Project unfolded and the world came to grief. With breathtaking command of her shocking material, and with her customary sharp wit and dark humor, Atwood projects us into an outlandish yet wholly believable realm populated by characters who will continue to inhabit our dreams long after the last chapter. This is Margaret Atwood at the absolute peak of her powers.” – Anchor Books

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Labyrinths
Author: Borges, George Luis

Original publication date: 1962 (English)

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: Argentina

Original language: Spanish

Approx. length: 255 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher comments: “The groundbreaking trans-genre work of Argentinian writer Jorge Luis Borges (1899-1986) has been insinuating itself into the structure, stance, and very breath of world literature for well over half a century. Multi-layered, self-referential, elusive, and allusive writing is now frequently labeled Borgesian. Umberto Eco's international bestseller, The Name of the Rose, is, on one level, an elaborate improvisation on Borges' fiction "The Library," which American readers first encountered in the original 1962 New Directions publication of Labyrinths.” – New Directions

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Collected Fictions
Author: Borges, George Luis

Original publication date: 1944 (Spanish) 1962 (English)

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: Argentina

Original language: Spanish

Approx. length: 565 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher comments: “Jorge Luis Borges has been called the greatest Spanish-language writer of our century. Now for the first time in English, all of Borges's dazzling fictions are gathered into a single volume, brilliantly translated by Andrew Hurley. From his 1935 debut with The Universal History of Iniquity, through his immensely influential collections Ficciones and The Aleph, these enigmatic, elaborate, imaginative inventions display Borges's talent for turning fiction on its head by playing with form and genre and toying with language. Together these incomparable works comprise the perfect one-volume compendium for all those who have long loved Borges, and a superb introduction to the master's work for those who have yet to discover this singular genius.” – Penguin Books

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Cosmicomics (Story Collection)

Author: Calvino, Italo

Original publication date: 1965 (Italian), 1968 (English)

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: Italy (Calvino born in Cuba)

Original language: Italian

Approx. length: 150 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Molly Reid
Overview/Publisher comments: “Before the universe began to expand, when all of everything existed in a single point in space, Qfwfq was there. And afterwards - through the millennia, across galaxies and in different, shifting forms - he persisted. He has some stories to tell. This is a collection of enchanting stories, in revised translation, about the evolution of the universe. The characters, fashioned from mathematical formulae and cellular structures, disport themselves amongst galaxies, experience the solidification of planets, move from aquatic to terrestrial existence, play games with hydrogen atoms, and have time for a love life too. 'Naturally, we were all there, - old Qfwfq said, - where else could we have been? Nobody knew then that there could be space. Or time either: what use did we have for time, packed in there like sardines?'.” – Penguin Classics
Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Invisible Cities
Author: Calvino, Italo

Original publication date: 1972 (Italian), 1974 (English)

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: Italy (Calvino born in Cuba)

Original language: Italian

Approx. length: 165 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: 
Overview/Publisher comments: “In a garden sit the aged Kublai Khan and the young Marco Polo — Tartar emperor and Venetian traveler. Kublai Khan has sensed the end of his empire coming soon. Marco Polo diverts the emperor with tales of the cities he has seen in his travels around the empire: cities and memory, cities and desire, cities and designs, cities and the dead, cities and the sky, trading cities, hidden cities. Soon it becomes clear that each of these fantastic places is really the same place.” - Mariner

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The Stranger
Author: Camus, Albert

Original publication date: 1942

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: France/Algeria

Original language: French

Approx. length: 150 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Debra Walker, Marty Moran

Overview/Publisher comments: “Since it was first published in English, in 1946, Albert Camus's extraordinary first novel, The Stranger (L'Etranger), has had a profound impact on millions of American readers. Through this story of an ordinary man who unwittingly gets drawn into a senseless murder on a sun-drenched Algerian beach, Camus was exploring what he termed "the nakedness of man faced with the absurd." Now, in an illuminating new American translation (the only English version available for more than forty years was done by a British translator), the original intent of The Stranger is made more immediate, as Matthew Ward captures in exact and lucid language precisely what Camus said and how he said it, thus giving this haunting novel a new life for generations to come.” - Vintage 

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The Kingdom of this World
Author: Carpentier, Alejo

Original publication date: 1949

Sub-genre/category: Magical Realism

Country of origin: Cuba

Original language: Spanish

Approx. length: 180 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: David Bowen
Overview/Publisher comments: “A few years after its liberation from the brutality of French colonial rule in 1803, Haiti endured a period of even greater brutality under the reign of King Henri-Christophe, who was born a slave in Grenada but rose to become the first black king in the Western Hemisphere. In prose of often dreamlike coloration and intensity, Alejo Carpentier records the destruction of the black regime-- built on the same corruption and contempt for human life that brought down the French while embodying the same hollow grandeur of false elegance, attained only through slave labor-- in an orgy of voodoo, race hatred, madness, and erotomania.” - Farrar Straus Giroux

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Disgrace
Author: Coetzee, J.M.

Original publication date: 1999

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: South Africa

Original language: English

Approx. length: 220 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher comments: “Set in post-apartheid Cape Town, Professor David Laurie attempts to relate to his daughter, Lucy, and to a society with new racial complexities. But that is disrupted by an afternoon of violence that changes him and his daughter in ways he could never have foreseen. Coetzee is the only writer awarded the Booker Prize twice, and this work is a finalist for the National Book Critic Circle Awards.” - Penguin

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Heart of Darkness
Author: Conrad, Joseph

Original publication date: 1902

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: England

Original language: English

Approx. length: 160 pages
Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher comments: “Dark allegory describes the narrator's journey up the Congo River and his meeting with, and fascination by, Mr. Kurtz, a mysterious personage who dominates the unruly inhabitants of the region. Masterly blend of adventure, character development, psychological penetration. Considered by many Conrad's finest, most enigmatic story.  In Conrad's haunting tale, Marlow, a seaman and wanderer, recounts his physical and psychological journey in search of the enigmatic Kurtz. Travelling to the heart of the African continent, he discovers how Kurtz has gained his position of power and influence over the local people. Marlow's struggle to fathom his experience involves him in a radical questioning of not only his own nature and values but the nature and values of his society.” - Dover 

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Blow-Up and Other Stories
Author: Cortazar, Julio

Original publication date:

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: Argentina

Original language: Spanish

Approx. length: 290 pages
Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher comments: “A young girl spends her summer vacation in a country house where a tiger roams...A man reading a mystery finds out too late that he is the murderer's victim...In the stories collected here — including "Blow-Up;' on which Antonioni based his film — Julio Cortazar explores the boundary where the everyday meets the mysterious, perhaps even the terrible. This is the most brilliant and celebrated book of short stories by a master of the form.” – Pantheon Books

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The Power of One
Author: Courtenay, Brian

Original publication date: 1989

Sub-genre/category: Historical Fiction

Country of origin: Australia (Courtenay born in South Africa)

Original language: English

Approx. length: 550 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Amber Paulson
Overview/Publisher comments: “In 1939, as Hitler cast his enormous, cruel shadow across the world, hatred of a similar kind took root in South Africa, where the seeds of apartheid were newly sown. There a boy called Peekay was born. He spoke the wrong language — English, the language spoken by those who had sent the Afrikaners to the world's first concentration camps during the Boer War. He was suckled by a woman of the wrong color — black, the color of fear and disdain. His childhood was marked by humiliation and abandonment. Yet he vowed to survive — he would become the welterwight champion of the world, he would dream heroic dreams. But his dreams were nothing compared to what awaited him. For he embarked on an epic journey through a land of tribal superstition and modern prejudice, where he would learn the power of words, the power to transform lives, and the mystical power that would sustain him even when it appeared that villainy would rule the world: The Power of One.” – Ballantine Books 

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Clear Light of Day
Author: Desai, Anita

Original publication date: 1980

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: India

Original language: English

Approx. length: 200 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Tom Conway
Overview/Publisher comments: “Set in India's Old Delhi, Clear Light of Day is Anita Desai's tender, warm, and compassionate novel about family scars, the ability to forgive and forget, and the trials and tribulations of familial love. At the novel's heart are the moving relationships between the members of the Das family, who have grown apart from each other. Bimla is a dissatisfied but ambitious teacher at a women's college who lives in her childhood home, where she cares for her mentally challenged brother, Baba. Tara is her younger, unambitious, estranged sister, married and with children of her own. Raja is their popular, brilliant, and successful brother. When Tara returns for a visit with Bimla and Baba, old memories and tensions resurface and blend into a domestic drama that is intensely beautiful and leads to profound self-understanding.” – Houghton Mifflin Harcourt

Instructor comments and concerns: 

Title: Baumgartner’s Bombay
Author: Desai, Anita

Original publication date: 1988

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: India

Original language: English

Approx. length: 240 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Deborah Dimon, Tom Conway
Overview/Publisher comments: “Desai's classic novel of the Holocaust era is the story of the profound emotional wounds of war and its exiles. The book follows Hugo Baumgartner as he leaves behind Nazi Germany and his Jewish heritage for Calcutta, only to be imprisoned as a hostile alien and then released to Bombay at war's end.” – Mifflin Harcourt

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The Inheritance of Loss
Author: Desai, Kiran

Original publication date: 2006

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: India

Original language: English

Approx. length: 350 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Deborah Dimon
Overview/Publisher comments: “Desai takes us to the northeastern Himalayas where in a crumbling, isolated house at the foot of Mount Kanchenjunga lives an embittered old judge who wants to retire in peace when his orphaned granddaughter, Sai, arrives on his doorstep. The judge's chatty cook watches over her, but his thoughts are mostly with his son, Biju, who is hopscotching from one miserable New York restaurant to another, trying to stay a step ahead of the INS and forced to consider his country’s relationship with the wider world. When a Nepalese insurgency in the mountains threatens Sai's new-sprung romance with her handsome Nepali tutor and causes their lives to descend into chaos, they, too, are forced to confront their colliding interests. The nation fights itself. The cook witnesses the hierarchy being overturned and discarded. The judge must revisit his past, his own journey and role in this grasping world of conflicting desires — every moment holding out the possibility for hope or betrayal. A story of such depth and emotion, hilarity and imagination, Desai's second, long-awaited novel fulfills the grand promise established by her first.” – Grove/Atlantic

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: A Passage to India
Author: Forster, E.M.

Original publication date: 19024

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: U.K. (England)

Original language: English

Approx. length: 370 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher comments: “Among the greatest novels of the twentieth century and the basis for director David Lean’s Academy Award-winning film, A Passage to India tells of the clash of cultures in British India after the turn of the century. In exquisite prose, Forster reveals the menace that lurks just beneath the surface of ordinary life, as a common misunderstanding erupts into a devastating affair.” – Harvest Books

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Ferdydurke
Author: Gombrowicz, Witold

Original publication date: 1937

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: Poland

Original language: Polish

Approx. length: 300 pages
Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher comments: “In this bitterly funny novel by the renowned Polish author Witold Gombrowicz, a writer finds himself tossed into a chaotic world of schoolboys by a diabolical professor who wishes to reduce him to childishness. Originally published in Poland in 1937, Ferdydurke became an instant literary sensation and catapulted the young author to fame. Deemed scandalous and subversive by Nazis, Stalinists, and the Polish Communist regime in turn, the novel (as well as all of Gombrowicz's other works) was officially banned in Poland for decades. It has nonetheless remained one of the most influential works of twentieth-century European literature.<P>Ferdydurke is translated here directly from the Polish for the first time. Danuta Borchardt deftly captures Gombrowicz's playful and idiosyncratic style, and she allows English speakers to experience fully the masterpiece of a writer whom Milan Kundera describes as "one of the great novelists of our century.” - Yale Nota Bene
Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The Late Bourgeois World
Author: Gordimer, Nadine

Original publication date: 1966

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: South Africa

Original language: English

Approx. length: 160

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher comments: “Banned in South Africa for 12 years, this novel is about the remorseful suicide of a white man, an activist in the struggle against apartheid, who betrays his friends to save himself. The Late Bourgeois World was the first of Gordimer's novels to bring her to the attention of the international literary community. When her ex-husband commits suicide after the failure of his anti-government activities, Liz Van Den Sandt struggles to decide whether to become involved in the South African Black nationalist movement.” - Penguin
Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time

Author: Haddon, Mark

Original publication date: 2003

Sub-genre/category: Mystery

Country of origin: U.K. (English)

Original language: English

Approx. length: 225 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher comments: “Narrated by a fifteen-year-old autistic savant obsessed with Sherlock Holmes, this dazzling novel weaves together an old-fashioned mystery, a contemporary coming-of-age story, and a fascinating excursion into a mind incapable of processing emotions. Christopher John Francis Boone knows all the countries of the world and their capital cities and every prime number up to 7,057. He relates well to animals but has no understanding of human emotions, and cannot stand to be touched. Gifted with a superbly logical brain, Christopher is autistic. Everyday interactions and admonishments have little meaning for him. "I do not always do what I'm told," he admits. "And this is because when people tell you what to do it is usually confusing and does not make sense. For example, people often say 'Be quiet' but they don't tell you how long to be quiet for..." At fifteen, Christopher's carefully constructed world falls apart when he finds his neighbor's dog, Wellington, impaled on a garden fork and is initially blamed for the killing. Christopher decides that he will track down the real killer and turns to his favorite fictional character, the impeccably logical Sherlock Holmes, for inspiration. But the investigation leads him down some unexpected paths and ultimately brings him face to face with the dissolution of his parents' marriage. As Christopher tries to deal with this crisis within his own family, the narrative draws readers into the mysterious workings of Christopher's mind. At once deeply funny and heartbreakingly poignant, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time is one of the freshest debuts in years.” – Vintage USA 

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Steppenwolf
Author: Hesse, Hermann

Original publication date: 1927

Sub-genre/category: Autobiographical, Existential

Country of origin: Switzerland

Original language: German

Approx. length: 240 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Amber Paulson
Overview/Publisher comments: “Harry Haller is a sad and lonely figure, a reclusive intellectual for whom life holds no joy. He struggles to reconcile the wild primeval wolf and the rational man within himself without surrendering to the bourgeois values he despises. His life changes dramatically when he meets a woman who is his opposite, the carefree and elusive Hermine. The tale of the Steppenwolf culminates in the surreal Magic Theater—for mad men only. Steppenwolf is Hesse’s best-known and most autobiographical work. With its blend of Eastern mysticism and Western culture, it is one of literature’s most poetic evocations of the soul’s journey to liberation. Originally published in English in 1929, the novel’s wisdom continues to speak to our souls and marks it as a classic of modern literature.” – Holt 

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Brave New World
Author: Huxley, Aldous

Original publication date: 1932

Sub-genre/category: Dystopian, Science Fiction

Country of origin: U.K. (English)

Original language: English

Approx. length:  260-290 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher comments: “Aldous Huxley's tour de force, Brave New World is a darkly satiric vision of a "utopian" future—where humans are genetically bred and pharmaceutically anesthetized to passively serve a ruling order. A powerful work of speculative fiction that has enthralled and terrified readers for generations, it remains remarkably relevant to this day as both a warning to be heeded as we head into tomorrow and as thought-provoking, satisfying entertainment.” - HarperCollins

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Never Let Me Go
Author: Ishiguro, Kazuo

Original publication date: 2005

Sub-genre/category: Dystopian, Science Fiction

Country of origin: U.K. (England), Ishiguro born in Japan

Original language: English

Approx. length: 290 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher comments: “From the Booker Prize-winning author of The Remains of the Day and When We Were Orphans, comes an unforgettable edge-of-your-seat mystery that is at once heartbreakingly tender and morally courageous about what it means to be human. Hailsham seems like a pleasant English boarding school, far from the influences of the city. Its students are well tended and supported, trained in art and literature, and become just the sort of people the world wants them to be. But, curiously, they are taught nothing of the outside world and are allowed little contact with it. Within the grounds of Hailsham, Kathy grows from schoolgirl to young woman, but it’s only when she and her friends Ruth and Tommy leave the safe grounds of the school (as they always knew they would) that they realize the full truth of what Hailsham is. Never Let Me Go breaks through the boundaries of the literary novel. It is a gripping mystery, a beautiful love story, and also a scathing critique of human arrogance and a moral examination of how we treat the vulnerable and different in our society. In exploring the themes of memory and the impact of the past, Ishiguro takes on the idea of a possible future to create his most moving and powerful book to date.” – Vintage USA

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Daisy Miller (Novella)

Author: James, Henry

Original publication date: 1878

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: England

Original language: English

Approx. length: 90 pages
Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher comments: “Famous novella chronicles a young American girl's willful yet innocent flirtation with a young Italian, and its unfortunate consequences. Throughout, James contrasts American customs and values with European manners and morals in a narrative rich in psychological and social insight.” - Dover

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The Dead (Novella or Short Story from Dubliners)

Author:  Joyce, James

Original publication date: 1914

Sub-genre/category: Modernism

Country of origin:  Irish

Original language: English

Approx. length: 65-100 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Tom Conway
Overview/Publisher comments: “Too short to be a novel, too long to be a short story, the novella is generally unrecognized by academics and publishers. Nonetheless, it is a form beloved and practice by literature's greatest writers. In The Art of the Novella series, Melville House celebrates this renegade art form and its practitioners with titles that are, in many instances, presented in book form for the first time. 
Often cited as the best work of short fiction ever written, Joyce's elegant story details a New Year's Eve gathering in Dublin that is so evocative and beautiful that it prompts the protagonist's wife to make a shocking revelation to her husband -- closing the story with an emotionally powerful epiphany that is unsurpassed in modern literature.” – Melville House
Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Dubliners (Story Collection)

Author: Joyce, James

Original publication date: 1914

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: Ireland

Original language: English

Approx. length: 370 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher comments: “Among the most read and studied stories in English literature, these 15 tales offer vivid, tightly focused observations of the lives of Dublin’s poorer classes. At least one, "The Dead," is considered a masterpiece of the form. Taken together, the stories offer an excellent introduction to the work of one of the 20th century’s most influential novelists. They are reprinted here, complete and unabridged, from a standard edition.” - Dover

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Ulysses
Author: Joyce, James

Original publication date: 1922

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: Irish

Original language: English

Approx. length: 650-1000 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Ann Mitchell
Overview/Publisher comments: “Ulysses is one of the most influential novels of the twentieth century. It was not easy to find a publisher in America willing to take it on, and when Jane Jeap and Margaret Anderson started printing extracts from the book in their literary magazine The Little Review in 1918, they were arrested and charged with publishing obscenity. They were fined $100, and even The New York Times expressed satisfaction with their conviction. Ulysses was not published in book form until 1922, when another American woman, Sylvia Beach, published it in Paris through her legendary Shakespeare & Company. Ulysses was not available legally in any English-speaking country until 1934, when Random House successfully defended Joyce against obscenity charges and published it in the Modern Library. This edition follows the complete and unabridged text as corrected and reset in 1961. Judge John Woolsey's decision lifting the ban against Ulysses is reprinted, along with a letter from Joyce to Bennett Cerf, the publisher of Random House, and the original foreword to the book by Morris L. Ernst, who defended Ulysses during the trial.” – Vintage USA

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Metamorphosis (Novella) or The Metamorphosis, In the Penal Colony and Other Stories (Story Collection)
Author: Kafka, Franz

Original publication date: 1915

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: Austria

Original language: German

Approx. length: 200 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Jeremy Proctor, Molly Reid, Ann Mitchell, Judith Lane
Overview/Publisher comments: “‘When Gregor Samsa woke up one morning from unsettling dreams, he found himself changed in his    bed into a monstrous vermin.’ With this startling, bizarre, yet surprisingly funny first sentence, Kafka begins his masterpiece, The Metamorphosis. It is the story of a young man who, transformed overnight into a giant beetle-like insect, becomes an object of disgrace to his family, an outsider in his own home, a quintessentially alienated man. A harrowing — though absurdly comic — meditation on human feelings of inadequacy, guilt, and isolation, The Metamorphosis has taken its place as one of the most widely read and influential works of twentieth-century fiction. As W.H. Auden wrote," Kafka is important to us because his predicament is the predicament of modern man." – Bantam Books

Instructor comments and concerns: “I specifically teach “A Hunger Artist,” “A Report to the Academy,” “In the Penal Colony,” and “The Metamorphosis.”  Although some students have read this material in high school, I seem to get positive responses for these short stories.  I introduce them with a lecture about Deleuze and Guattari’s Kafka: Towards a Minor Literature which adds an unconventional twist to the usual ways of interpreting these stories.  I teach these stories third, and they seem to be a hit. (Jewish writer in Czech writing in German).”
Title: The Trial
Author: Kafka, Franz

Original publication date: 1925

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: Austria

Original language: German

Approx. length: 310 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Elizabeth Noriega Stein
Overview/Publisher comments: “Written in 1914, The Trial is one of the most important novels of the twentieth century: the terrifying tale of Josef K., a respectable bank officer who is suddenly and inexplicably arrested and must defend himself against a charge about which he can get no information. Whether read as an existential tale, a parable, or a prophecy of the excesses of modern bureaucracy wedded to the madness of totalitarianism, Kafka's nightmare has resonated with chilling truth for generations of readers.” - Schocken Books

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The Art of the Novel (Essays)

Author: Kundera, Milan

Original publication date: 

Sub-genre/category: 

Country of origin: Czechoslovakia

Original language: Czech

Approx. length: 175 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher comments: “‘Every novelist's work contains an implicit vision of the history of the novel, an idea of what the novel is. I have tried to express here the idea of the novel that is inherent in my own novels’ — Milan Kundera.  Kundera brilliantly examines the work of such important and diverse figures as Rabelais, Cervantes, Sterne, Diderot, Flaubert, Tolstoy, and Musil. He is especially penetrating on Hermann Broch, and his exploration of the world of Kafka's novels vividly reveals the comic terror of Kafka's bureaucratized universe. Kundera's discussion of his own work includes his views on the role of historical events in fiction, the meaning of action, and the creation of character in the post-psychological novel.” – Harper Perennial

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The Book of Laughter and Forgetting
Author: Kundera, Milan

Original publication date: 1979

Sub-genre/category: 

Country of origin: Czechoslovakia

Original language: Czech

Approx. length: 320 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: James Thompson
Overview/Publisher comments: “With its seven interrelated parts--rich in story, character, and imaginative range--"The Book of Laughter and Forgetting (1978) is the novel that brought Czech-born Milan Kundera his first big international success. Aaron Asher's new translation, commissioned and monitored by Kundera himself, conveys beautifully into English the nuances and the tone of the author's original text. " Part fairy tale, part literary criticism, part political tract, part musicology, and part autobiography" (as the New York Times described it), "The Book of Laughter and Forgetting is, above all, the wonderfully integrated stories of men and women living in a world of public oppression and private longings, a world in which history may be rewritten overnight and in which love may fall victim to either political intrusion or personal betrayal.” – Harper Perennial

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Testaments Betrayed (Essays)

Author: Kundera, Milan

Original publication date: 1992

Sub-genre/category: 

Country of origin: Czechoslovakia

Original language: Czech

Approx. length: 290 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher comments: “Milan Kundera has established himself as one of the great novelists of our time with such books as The Unbearable Lightness of Being, Immortality and The Book of Laughter and Forgetting. In Testaments Betrayed, he proves himself a brilliant defender of the moral rights of the artist and the respect due to a work of art and its creator's wishes. The betrayal of both — often by their most passionate proponents — is the principal theme of this extraordinary work. Readers will be particularly intrigued by Kundera's impassioned attack on society's shifting moral judgments and persecutions of art and artists, from Mayakovsky to Rushdie.” – Harper Perennial

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The Unbearable Lightness of Being
Author: Kundera, Milan

Original publication date: 1984

Sub-genre/category: 

Country of origin: Czechoslovakia

Original language: Czech

Approx. length: 320 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Tom Conway
Overview/Publisher comments: “Tereza and Tomas, Tomas and Sabina, Sabina and Franz, Franz and Marie-Claude--four people, four relationships. Milan Kundera's masterful novel, "The Unbearable Lightness of Being (1984), tells the interlocking stories of these four relationships, with a primary focus on Tomas, a man torn between his love for Tereza, his wife, and his incorrigible " erotic adventures, " particularly his long-time affair with the internationally noted painter, Sabina. The world of Kundera's novel is one in which lives are shaped by irrevocable choices and fortuitous events. It is a world in which, because everything occurs only once and then disappears into the past, existence seems to lose its substance and weight. Coping with both the consequences of their own actions and desires and the intruding demands of society and the state, Kundera's characters struggle to construct lives of individual value and lasting meaning. A novel of ideas, a provocative look at the ways in which history impinges on individual lives, and a meditation on personal identity, "The Unbearable Lightness of Being examines the imperfect possibilities of adult love and the ways in which free choice and necessity shape our lives. " What then shall we choose?" Kundera asks at the beginning of his novel. " Weight or lightness?" This international bestseller is his attempt to answer that question. And the answer is hinted at in the novel's final scene, in which Tomas and Tereza find themselves in a small country hotel after a rare evening of dancing. When Tomas turns on the light in their room, " a large nocturnal butterfly" rises from the bedside lamp and circles the room in which they are alone with their happiness and their sadness.” – Harper Perennial

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Nectar in a Sieve
Author: Markandaya, Kamala

Original publication date: 1954

Sub-genre/category: semi-autobiographical

Country of origin: India

Original language: English

Approx. length: 200 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Amber Paulson
Overview/Publisher comments: “This American Library Association Notable Book of 1955 tells the story of a peasant woman in India, married as a child bride to a tenant farmer, working with her husband to wrest a living from land ravaged by droughts, monsoons, and insects. Through years of poverty and disaster, she sees one of her infants die, her daughter become a prostitute, her sons leave for jobs she distrusts--and somehow she survives.” – Signet Classics

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Chronicle of a Death Foretold
Author: Marquez, Gabriel Garcia

Original publication date: 1991

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: Columbia

Original language: Spanish

Approx. length: 170 pages
Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher comments: “A man returns to the town where a baffling murder took place 27 years earlier, determined to get to the bottom of the story. Just hours after marrying the beautiful Angela Vicario, everyone agrees, Bayardo San Roman returned his bride in disgrace to her parents. Her distraught family forced her to name her first lover; and her twin brothers announced their intention to murder Santiago Nasar for dishonoring their sister. Yet if everyone knew the murder was going to happen, why did no one intervene to stop it? The more that is learned, the less is understood, and as the story races to its inexplicable conclusion, an entire society — not just a pair of murderers — is put on trial.” – Vintage USA

Instructor comments and concerns:
Title: One Hundred Years of Solitude
Author: Marquez, Gabriel Garcia

Original publication date: 1967

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: Columbia

Original language: Spanish

Approx. length: 400-460 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Tom Conway, Jeremy Proctor, Debra Walker, Ann Mitchell, Tiffany Myers
Overview/Publisher comments: “One of the 20th century's enduring works, One Hundred Years of Solitude is a widely beloved and acclaimed novel known throughout the world, and the ultimate achievement in a Nobel Prize–winning career. The novel tells the story of the rise and fall of the mythical town of Macondo through the history of the Buendía family. It is a rich and brilliant chronicle of life and death, and the tragicomedy of humankind. In the noble, ridiculous, beautiful, and tawdry story of the Buendía family, one sees all of humanity, just as in the history, myths, growth, and decay of Macondo, one sees all of Latin America. Love and lust, war and revolution, riches and poverty, youth and senility — the variety of life, the endlessness of death, the search for peace and truth — these universal themes dominate the novel. Whether he is describing an affair of passion or the voracity of capitalism and the corruption of government, Gabriel García Márquez always writes with the simplicity, ease, and purity that are the mark of a master. Alternately reverential and comical, One Hundred Years of Solitude weaves the political, personal, and spiritual to bring a new consciousness to storytelling. Translated into dozens of languages, this stunning work is no less than an accounting of the history of the human race.” – Harper Perennial

Instructor comments and concerns: “Students tend to love this novel, but some find it confusing because of the layering of generations and character names.  It is also one of the longer texts we read.  Other than those two negatives, the students really get immersed in the plot and seem to understand the underlying meanings.  This text also works well with group questions and with class discussions.  It is important to be sure to find a comfortable pace, because of the length, to prevent students from being overwhelmed.  I introduce this text with a lecture on magical realism. (Columbian writer following conventions of magical realism).”
Title: Patriotism (Novella)

Author: Mishima, Yukio

Original publication date: 1966

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: Japan
Original language: Japanese
Approx. length: 65 pages
Current faculty to contact about use: Ann Mitchell
Overview/Publisher comments: “'Was it death he was now waiting for? Or a wild ecstasy of the senses?' For the young army officer of Yukio Mishima's seminal story, 'Patriotism, ' death and ecstasy become elementally intertwined. With his unique rigor and passion, Mishima hones in on the body as the great tragic stage for all we call social, ritual, political.” – New Directions
Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Cloud Atlas
Author: Mitchell, David

Original publication date: 2004

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: U.K. (English)

Original language: English

Approx. length: 540 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher comments: “Cloud Atlas begins in 1850 with Adam Ewing, an American notary voyaging from the Chatham Isles to his home in California. Along the way, Ewing is befriended by a physician, Dr. Goose, who begins to treat him for a rare species of brain parasite. Abruptly, the action jumps to Belgium in 1931, where Robert Frobisher, a disinherited bisexual composer, inveigles his way into the household of an infirm maestro who has a beguiling wife and a nubile daughter. From there we jump to the West Coast in the 1970s and a troubled reporter named Luisa Rey, who stumbles upon a web of corporate greed and murder that threatens to claim her life. And onward, to an inglorious present-day England; to a Korean superstate of the near future where neocapitalism has run amok; and, finally, to a postapocalyptic Iron Age Hawaii in the last days of history. But the story doesn't even end there. The narrative then boomerangs back through centuries and space, returning by the same route, in reverse, to its starting point. Along the way, Mitchell reveals how his disparate characters connect, how their fates intertwine, and how their souls drift across time like clouds across the sky.” - Libri 

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: number9dream
Author: Mitchell, David

Original publication date: 2001

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: U.K. (England)

Original language: English

Approx. length: 320 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher comments: “The second novel from the author of "Ghostwritten" is set in Japan, and is about a young man's search for the father he has never met. "Gripping and beautifully written" "Literary Review". Originally due to be published in November 2001, publication was held off until April 2002 after the book's appearance on the Booker shortlist.” - Libri

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: After the Quake (Story Collection)

Author: Murakami, Haruki

Original publication date: 2000 (Japanese), 2002 (English)

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: Japan

Original language: Japanese

Approx. length: 160 pages
Current faculty to contact about use: Marty Moran, John Calderazzo, Molly Reid
Overview/Publisher comments: “In 1995, the physical and social landscape of Japan was transformed by two events: the Kobe earthquake, in January, which destroyed thousands of lives, and the poison-gas attacks in the Tokyo subways in March, during the morning rush hour. Following these twin disasters, Haruki Murakami abandoned his life abroad and returned home to confront his country’s grief. The subway attack led to his recent Underground. And out of the quake come these six stories, set in the months between natural catastrophe and man-made terrorism. His characters find their resolutely normal everyday lives undone by events even more surreal (yet somehow believable) than we have come to expect in his fiction.  An electronics salesman, abruptly deserted by his wife, is entrusted to deliver a mysterious package but gets more than he bargained for at the receiving end; a Thai chauffeur takes his troubled charge to a seer, who penetrates her deepest sorrow; and, in the unforgettable title story, a boy acknowledges a shattering secret about his past that will change his life forever.  But the most compelling character of all is the earthquake itself ? slipping into and out of view almost imperceptibly, but nonetheless reaching deep into the lives of these forlorn citizens of the apocalypse. The terrible damage visible all around is, in fact, less extreme than the inconsolable howl of a nation indelibly scarred, an experience in which Murakami discovers many truths about compassion, courage, and the nature of human suffering.” – Vintage USA

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: A Wild Sheep Chase
Author: Murakami, Haruki

Original publication date: 1982 (Japanese), 1989 (English)

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: Japan

Original language: Japanese

Approx. length: 300 pages
Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher comments: “Japan's bestselling author Haruki Murakami makes us forget everything we know about the Land of the Rising Sun. Through his bold, edgy voice, we enter a postmodern world described by a narrator who could be Philip Marlowe's younger, cooler brother — or at least his Japanese cousin. The twenty-something protagonist of this hip, romantic thriller, who has more than his share of troubles with women and a fetish for the feminine ear, finds himself drawn into an elaborate quest for a mysterious sheep with a cream-colored star on its back. From the urban haunts of Tokyo to the sprawling suburban estate of a high-powered right-wing politico, to the chilly desolation of the remote island of Hokkaido, Murakami weaves an unforgettable story of enchantment, suspense, and human mystery.” – Plume

Instructor comments and concerns:
Title: Wind Up Bird Chronicle
Author: Murakami, Haruki

Original publication date: 1995 (Japanese), 1997 (English)

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: Japan

Original language: Japanese

Approx. length: 625 pages
Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher comments: “Japan's most highly regarded novelist now vaults into the first ranks of international fiction writers with this heroically imaginative novel, which is at once a detective story, an account of a disintegrating marriage, and an excavation of the buried secrets of World War II. In a Tokyo suburb a young man named Toru Okada searches for his wife's missing cat. Soon he finds himself looking for his wife as well in a netherworld that lies beneath the placid surface of Tokyo. As these searches intersect, Okada encounters a bizarre group of allies and antagonists: a psychic prostitute; a malevolent yet mediagenic politician; a cheerfully morbid sixteen-year-old-girl; and an aging war veteran who has been permanently changed by the hideous things he witnessed during Japan's forgotten campaign in Manchuria. Gripping, prophetic, suffused with comedy and menace, The Wind-Up Bird Chronicle is a tour de force equal in scope to the masterpieces of Mishima and Pynchon.” – Vintage USA
Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Lolita
Author: Nabokov, Vladimir

Original publication date: 1955

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: Russia

Original language: English

Approx. length: 350 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Amber Paulson
Overview/Publisher comments: “The story of Humbert Humbert, poet and pervert, and his obsession with 12-year-old Dolores Haze. Determined to possess his "Lolita" both carnally and artistically, Humbert embarks on a disastrous courtship that can only end in tragedy.” - Penguin

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Pnin
Author: Nabakov, Vladmir

Original publication date: 1957

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: Russia

Original language: English

Approx. length: 190 pages
Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher comments: “Pnin is a professor of Russian at an American college who takes the wrong train to deliver a lecture in a language he cannot master. Pnin is a tireless lover who writes to his treacherous Liza: "A genius needs to keep so much in store, and thus cannot offer you the whole of himself as I do." Pnin is the focal point of subtle academic conspiracies he cannot begin to comprehend, yet he stages a faculty party to end all faculty parties forever.” – Vintage USA
Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The Sorrow of War
Author: Ninh, Bao

Original publication date: 1991

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: Vietnam

Original language: Vietnamese

Approx. length: 240 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Debra Walker
Overview/Publisher comments: “The first novel of the Vietnam War written from the point of view of the North Vietnamese, The Sorrow of War has been hailed by critics not only as the best novel to emerge from the Vietnam experience, but as one of the greatest war novels of the century. National ads, media.” – Riverhead Books

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: At Swim-Two-Birds
Author: O’Brien, Flann

Original publication date: 1939

Sub-genre/category: Metafiction

Country of origin: Ireland

Original language: English

Approx. length: 320 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: David Bowen
Overview/Publisher comments: “The story of an Irish college student who — half to amuse himself and half to avoid work — writes an irreverent novel about the figures of Irish myth and legend in which characters come to life and riot against their author. At Swim-Two-Birds is a wildly comic send-up of Irish literature and culture and has had a major influence on writers coming after O'Brien, including Anthony Burgess, Gilbert Sorrentino, and William H. Gass.” – Dalkey Archive Press

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Nip the Buds, Shoot the Kids
Author: Oe, Kenzaburo

Original publication date: 1958 (Japanese), 1995 (English)

Sub-genre/category: War Novel

Country of origin: Japan

Original language: Japanese

Approx. length: 190 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Amber Paulson
Overview/Publisher comments: “Oe's dark musings on moral failure have come to symbolize an alienated generation in postwar Japan. This novel recounts the exploits of 15 teenage reformatory boys evacuated to a remote mountain village in wartime. When plague breaks out, the villagers flee, leaving the boys blockaded inside the empty village. The boys' brief, doomed attempt to build autonomous lives of self-respect, love, and tribal valor fails in the face of death and the adult nightmare of war.” – Grove Press

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The Famished Road
Author: Okri, Ben

Original publication date: 1991

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: Nigeria

Original language: English

Approx. length: 315 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Tom Conway
Overview/Publisher comments: “Set in an unnamed African country at an unspecified time (though the similarities with Nigeria in the early 1960s are unmistakable), The Famished Road is narrated by Azaro, an African spirit-child or abiku who, in the folklore of southern Nigeria, is destined to move continually between life and spiritual paradise in an unending cycle of infant death and rebirth. Azaro, however, is tired of never staying long enough to experience life, and decides on this occasion to remain, to put, he says, a smile on my mother's face. Pursued by vengeful spirits, and endowed with special powers that lead him into mischief, Azaro introduces us to a whole world of wonders — to his mother and father, an impoverished market trader and a load carrier struggling courageously to keep their dignity and their independence; to Madame Koto, the local bar owner whose journey from innocence to corruption mirrors the realities unfolding around her; to the politics, poverty and brutal reality of life in a shanty town in post-colonial Africa; and to Azaro's own intensely imagined visions. As political corruption becomes endemic and as old tribal traditions clash with the forces of urbanization, the author shows us the extraordinary mix of hope and despair that characterizes his community and the sheer vitality of a society where, as Okri has said, the consequences of your actions are immediate and unavoidable. Deftly mixing mythical visions with naturalistic portrayal, the result is a book of huge scope and originality which works on many levels — as political parable, social critique, cultural guidebook and spiritual inspiration — but whose central triumph is its depiction of tight-knit family relations and the entrancing oddity of everyday life.” – Random House

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Burmese Days
Author: Orwell, George

Original publication date: 1934

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: U.K. (British India)

Original language: English

Approx. length: 290 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Elizabeth Noriega Stein
Overview/Publisher comments: “Orwell draws on his years of experience in India to tell this story of the waning days of British imperialism. A handful of Englishmen living in a settlement in Burma congregate in the European Club, drink whiskey, and argue over an impending order to admit a token Asian.” – Harvest Books

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: My Name is Red
Author: Pamuk, Orhan

Original publication date: 1998

Sub-genre/category: Historical Fiction

Country of origin: Turkey

Original language: Turkish

Approx. length: 430 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Jeremy Proctor
Overview/Publisher comments: “Pamuk's widely acclaimed and richly detailed historical thriller, which has been favorably compared with Umberto Eco's ‘The Name Of The Rose,’ and which featured heavily in last year's broadsheet "Books Of The Year" round-ups. A murder mystery set in sixteenth century Istanbul, it is also a meditation on love, artistic devotion and the historical and cultural differences between East and West. ‘Magnificent...In this world of forgeries, where some might be in danger of losing their faith in literature...might well be one of the few recent works of fiction that will be remembered at the end of this century’ – ‘Observer.’” - Libri

Instructor comments and concerns: “This is the final text of my course and another long novel.  It is a bit more complicated in its narrative structure than most others we read.  I find it a suitable way to end the semester to show students how far they have come in understanding literary techniques and because it deals with contemporary political issues, notably the cultural clash between Islamic and Western cultures.  A careful reader will see that the novel examines what I call ‘liminal states,' the space between two polar constructs (such as East and West or married and widowed, etc.).  The novel seems to garner positive responses overall, but it can be overwhelming at the end of the semester and it has a number of tangents that some students find irritating.   It is framed as a mystery which can help keep students attention.  I begin this text with a lecture on politics and literature for context. (Turkish writer exploring East and West relations).”
Title: The God of Small Things
Author: Roy, Arundhati

Original publication date: 1997

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin:  India

Original language: English

Approx. length: 320 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Elizabeth Noriega Stein, Tom Conway, Tiffany Myers
Overview/Publisher comments: “The story of the tragic decline of an Indian family whose members suffer the terrible consequences of forbidden love, The God of Small Things is set in the state of Kerala, on the southernmost tip of India. Armed only with the invincible innocence of children, the twins Rahel and Esthappen fashion a childhood for themselves in the shade of the wreck that is their family — their lonely, lovely mother, Ammu (who loves by night the man her children love by day), their blind grandmother, Mammachi (who plays Handel on her violin), their beloved uncle Chacko (Rhodes scholar, pickle baron, radical Marxist, bottom-pincher), their enemy, Baby Kochamma (ex-nun and incumbent grandaunt), and the ghost of an imperial entomologist's moth (with unusually dense dorsal tufts). When their English cousin and her mother arrive on a Christmas visit, the twins learn that Things Can Change in a Day. That lives can twist into new, ugly shapes, even cease forever. The brilliantly plotted story uncoils with an agonizing sense of foreboding and inevitability. Yet nothing prepares you for what lies at the heart of it.” – Harper Perennial

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Midnight’s Children
Author: Rushdie, Salmon

Original publication date: 1981

Sub-genre/category: Postcolonial

Country of origin: U.K. (Rushdie born in India)

Original language: English

Approx. length: 450 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Amber Paulson
Overview/Publisher comments: “Salman Rushdie's 1981 Booker Prize-winning novel and 1993 Booker of Bookers winner. Born at the midnight of India's independence, Saleem is "handcuffed to history" by the coincidence. He is one of 1001 children born that midnight, each of them endowed with an extraordinary talent.” – Random House / Vintage

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Good Morning, Midnight
Author: Rhys, Jean

Original publication date: 1939

Sub-genre/category: Modernism

Country of origin: Dominican Republic

Original language: English

Approx. length: 190 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher comments: “Sasha Jensen has returned to Paris, the city of both her happiest moments and her most desperate. A friend has rescued her from the room in London where she had been trying to drink herself to death. Now her past lies in wait for her in cafés, bars, and dress shops, coming to life again as vividly for the reader as it does for her, blurring all distinctions between nightmare and reality. The past is not all that looms threateningly on Sasha's horizon. She does not trust the future, even as she knows she must move into it. When she is picked up by a young man, she begins to feel that she is still capable of desires and emotions. Few encounters in fiction have been so brilliantly conceived, and few have come to a more unforgettable end.” – W. W. Norton

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: On Beauty
Author: Smith, Zadie

Original publication date: 2005

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: U.K. (England)

Original language: English

Approx. length: 400-450 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher comments: “Howard Belsey, a Rembrandt scholar who doesn't like Rembrandt, is an Englishman abroad and a long-suffering professor at Wellington, a liberal New England arts college. He has been married for thirty years to Kiki, an American woman who no longer resembles the sexy activist she once was. Their three children passionately pursue their own paths: Levi quests after authentic blackness, Zora believes that intellectuals can redeem everybody, and Jerome struggles to be a believer in a family of strict atheists. Faced with the oppressive enthusiasms of his children, Howard feels that the first two acts of his life are over and he has no clear plans for the finale. Or the encore. Then Jerome, Howard's older son, falls for Victoria, the stunning daughter of the right-wing icon Monty Kipps, and the two families find themselves thrown together in a beautiful corner of America, enacting a cultural and personal war against the background of real wars that they barely register. An infidelity, a death, and a legacy set in motion a chain of events that sees all parties forced to examine the unarticulated assumptions which underpin their lives. How do you choose the work on which to spend your life? Why do you love the people you love? Do you really believe what you claim to? And what is the beautiful thing, and how far will you go to get it? Set on both sides of the Atlantic, Zadie Smith's third novel is a brilliant analysis of family life, the institution of marriage, intersections of the personal and political, and an honest look at people's deceptions. It is also, as you might expect, very funny indeed.” - Penguin
Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: White Teeth
Author: Smith, Zadie

Original publication date: 2000

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: U.K. (English)

Original language: English

Approx. length: 470 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Judith Lane
Overview/Publisher comments: “Zadie Smith’s dazzling debut caught critics grasping for comparisons and deciding on everyone from Charles Dickens to Salman Rushdie to John Irving and Martin Amis. But the truth is that Zadie Smith’s voice is remarkably, fluently, and altogether wonderfully her own. At the center of this invigorating novel are two unlikely friends, Archie Jones and Samad Iqbal. Hapless veterans of World War II, Archie and Samad and their families become agents of England’s irrevocable transformation. A second marriage to Clara Bowden, a beautiful, albeit tooth-challenged, Jamaican half his age, quite literally gives Archie a second lease on life, and produces Irie, a knowing child whose personality doesn’t quite match her name (Jamaican for ?no problem?). Samad’s late-in-life arranged marriage (he had to wait for his bride to be born), produces twin sons whose separate paths confound Iqbal’s every effort to direct them, and a renewed, if selective, submission to his Islamic faith. Set against London’s racial and cultural tapestry, venturing across the former empire and into the past as it barrels toward the future, White Teeth revels in the ecstatic hodgepodge of modern life, flirting with disaster, confounding expectations, and embracing the comedy of daily existence.” – Vintage USA

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The Prime of Miss Jean Brody
Author: Spark, Muriel

Original publication date: 1961

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: U.K. (Scotland)

Original language: English

Approx. length: 160 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Elizabeth Noriega Stein
Overview/Publisher comments: “The elegantly styled classic story of a young, unorthodox teacher and her special--and ultimately dangerous--relationship with six of her students.” – Harper Perennial

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Devil on the Cross
Author: wa Tiong’o, Ngugi

Original publication date: 1982

Sub-genre/category: 255

Country of origin: Kenya

Original language: Caitaani mutharaba-Ini

Approx. length: 255 pages
Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher comments: “This remarkable and symbolic novel centers around Wariinga's tragedy and uses it to tell a story of contemporary Kenya faced with the "satan of capitalism." Ngugi has directed his writing even more firmly towards the commitment that he shows in Writers in Politics and Detained: A Writer's Prison Diary. The novel was written secretly in prison on the only available material — lavatory paper. It was discovered when almost complete but unexpectedly returned to him on his release. Such was the demand for the original Gikuyu edition that it reprinted on publication.” - Heinemann Educational Books

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The River Between
Author: wa Thiong’o, Ngugi

Original publication date: 1990

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: Kenya

Original language: English

Approx. length: 160 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Tom Conway
Overview/Publisher comments: “Christian missionaries attempt to outlaw the female circumcision ritual and in the process create a terrible rift between the two Kikuyu communities on either side of the river. The people are torn between those who believe in Western/Christian education and the opportunities it will offer, and those who feel that only unquestioned loyalty to past traditions will save them. The growing conflict brings tragedy to a pair of young lovers who attempted to bridge the deepening chasm.” - Heinemann Educational Books
Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Night
Author: Wiesel, Elie

Original publication date: 1960

Sub-genre/category: Memoir

Country of origin: Published in Argentine (Wiesel born in Romania)

Original language: Yiddish

Approx. length: 130 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Deborah Dimon
Overview/Publisher comments: “Night — A terrifying account of the Nazi death camp horror that turns a young Jewish boy into an agonized witness to the death of his family...the death of his innocence...and the death of his God. Penetrating and powerful, as personal as The Diary Of Anne Frank, Night awakens the shocking memory of evil at its absolute and carries with it the unforgettable message that this horror must never be allowed to happen again.” – Bantam Books

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Lighthousekeeping
Author: Winterson, Jeanette

Original publication date: 2004

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: U.K. (England)

Original language: English

Approx. length: 250 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher comments: “‘My mother called me Silver. I was born part precious metal, part pirate.’ Orphaned and anchorless, Silver is taken in by blind Mr. Pew, the mysterious and miraculously old keeper of the Cape Wrath lighthouse. Pew tells Silver ancient tales of longing and rootlessness, of journeys that move through place and time, of passion and betrayal. His stories center on Babel Dark, a local nineteenth-century clergyman who lived two lives: a public one mired in darkness and a private one bathed in a beacon of light. Pew's stories are, for Silver, a map through her own particular darkness, into her own story and, finally, into love. 

With Lighthousekeeping, Winterson begins a new cycle and a return to the lyrical intimacy of her earliest work. One of the most original and extraordinary writers of her generation, Winterson has created a modern fable about the transformative power of storytelling.” - Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The Passion
Author: Winterson, Jeanette

Original publication date: 1987

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: U.K. (England)

Original language: English

Approx. length: 160 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview/Publisher comments: “The Passion is a modern classic that confirms Jeanette Winterson's special claim on the novel. Set during the tumultuous years of the Napoleonic Wars, The Passion intertwines 
the destinies of two remarkable people: Henri, a simple French soldier, who follows Napoleon from glory to Russian ruin; and Villanelle, the red-haired, web-footed daughter of a Venetian boatman, whose husband has gambled away her heart. In Venice's compound of carnival, chance, and darkness, the pair meet their singular destiny.” - Vintage

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Mrs. Dalloway
Author: Woolf, Virginia

Original publication date: 1925

Sub-genre/category: Modernism

Country of origin: U.K. (English)

Original language: English

Approx. length: 210 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Jeremy Proctor, Molly Reid, Ann Mitchell
Overview/Publisher comments: “In this vivid portrait of one day in a woman’s life, Clarissa Dalloway is preoccupied with the last-minute details of a party she is to give that evening, while in her mind she is much more than a perfect society hostess. As she readies her house she is flooded with memories and, met with the realities of the present, Clarissa re-examines the choices she has made, hesitantly looking ahead to growing old. Undeniably triumphant, this is the inspired novelistic outline of human consciousness.” – Random House

Instructor comments and concerns: “This text tends to be the least favorite of the students as a whole, and it is the second work we read.  I think the stream of consciousness narrative style is challenging for students, and the lack of action can lead to a boring read for many also.  I personally love this book, and I think it is worth teaching just to show a different narrative style, and it provides great discussion about feminism and women’s rights issues during the 1920s.  I usually begin with a lecture on feminism, queer theory, and somatic criticism when beginning this text for some context.  Although I think this text is worthwhile, be forewarned that students tend to despise this novel. (English literature from a woman writer around the time of the first modern wave of feminism)”
Title: We
Author: Zamyatin, Yevgeny

Original publication date: 1924

Sub-genre/category: Dystopian, Science Fiction

Country of origin: Soviet Union

Original language: Russian

Approx. length: 255 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Jeremy Proctor
Overview/Publisher comments: “In the One State of the great Benefactor, there are no individuals, only numbers. Life is an ongoing process of mathematical precision, a perfectly balanced equation. Primitive passions and instincts have been subdued. Even nature has been defeated, banished behind the Green Wall. But one frontier remains: outer space. Now, with the creation of the spaceship Integral, that frontier — and whatever alien species are to be found there — will be subjugated to the beneficent yoke of reason. One number, D-503, chief architect of the Integral, decides to record his thoughts in the final days before the launch for the benefit of less advanced societies. But a chance meeting with the beautiful 1-330 results in an unexpected discovery that threatens everything D-503 believes about himself and the One State. The discovery — or rediscovery — of inner space...and that disease the ancients called the soul. A page-turning SF adventure, a masterpiece of wit and black humor that accurately predicted the horrors of Stalinism, We is the classic dystopian novel. Its message of hope and warning is as timely at the end of the twentieth century as it was at the beginning.” – Eos 

Instructor comments and concerns: “I start the semester off with this text.  It seems to be a good attention grabber for non-English major students who are tentative about a literature class.  It is a science fiction novel so it appeals to the imagination but it is also a love story so it has something that captures most audiences.  It is a dystopian novel, so I give a short lecture on that genre and discuss the Russian Revolution to give some context for the novel.  It works well with a traditional formalist analysis also with easy to spot color symbolism and a narrative structure to match the content and plot. (Russian literature around the time of the communist revolution).”
Short Stories (used independent of their collections)

· “The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven” – Sherman Alexie

·  “The Circular Ruins” – Jorge Luis Borges

·  “The Swimmer” – John Cheever

· “A Rose for Emily” – William Faulkner

·  “Car Crash While Hitchhiking” – Denis Johnson
· “Araby” – James Joyce

· “How to Become a Writer” – Lorrie Moore 

· “The Things They Carried” – Tim O’Brien 

· “Good Country People” and “A Good Man is Hard to Find” – Flannery O’Connor

· “A Conversation with My Father” – Grace Paley
· “A&P” – John Updike
Stories by the following authors were also used for E238, though specific titles were not provided:

· Isabelle Allende

· T.C. Boyle

· Raymond Carver

· Michael Chabon

· Anton Chekhov

· Ernest Hemingway

· Susan Minot

· Cynthia Ozick

· Bill Roorbach

· Dylan Thomas

· Brady Udall

Graphic Novels
Title: City of Glass: The Graphic Novel

Author:  Auster, Paul

Original publication date: 2004

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: United States

Original language: English

Approx. length: 145 pages
Current faculty to contact about use:
Overview / Publisher comments: “A graphic novel classic with a new introduction by Art Spiegelman:  A mystery writer assumes a detective's identity and embarks on a bizarre case: he must protect a man from his criminally insane father, and as he follows the elusive criminal, he embarks on a mission that takes him to the depths of his own soul.  Quinn writes mysteries. The Washington Post has described him as a "post-existentialist private eye." An unknown voice on the telephone is now begging for his help, drawing him into a world and a mystery far stranger than any he ever created in print.” - Picador
Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The Complete Maus: A Survivor’s Tale

Author:  Spiegelman, Art

Original publication date: 1986, 1991 (2 volumes)

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: United States (Spiegelman born in Sweden)

Original language: English

Approx. length: 300 pages
Current faculty to contact about use: Todd Mitchell
Overview / Publisher comments: “It is the story of Vladek Speigelman, a Jewish survivor of Hitler's Europe, and his son, a cartoonist coming to terms with his father's story. Maus approaches the unspeakable through the diminutive. Its form, the cartoon (the Nazis are cats, the Jews mice), shocks us out of any lingering sense of familiarity. Maus is a haunting tale within a tale. Vladek's harrowing story of survival is woven into the author's account of his tortured relationship with his aging father. Against the backdrop of guilt brought by survival, they stage a normal life of small arguments and unhappy visits. This astonishing retelling of our century's grisliest news is a story of survival, not only of Vladek but of the children who survive even the survivors. Maus studies the bloody pawprints of history and tracks its meaning for all of us.” – Knopf Doubleday Publishing Group
Instructor comments and concerns: “As a graphic novel, this book is somewhat challenging to discuss, mainly because many students seem unfamiliar with analyzing and discussing visual as well as textual media, but looking at this and discussing some of the new forms of media that emerged in the 20th century was very worthwhile. Plus, there are some wonderful meta-textual moments in book II, and this book can be covered fairly quickly.”
Title: Lone Wolf and Cub Vol. 1: The Assassin's Road
Author:  Koike, Kazuo

Original publication date: 2000

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: Japan

Original language: Japan

Approx. length: 300 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview / Publisher comments: “Few works can legitimately lay claim to the mantle "landmark". Dark Horse Comics is proud to present one of the authentic landmarks in graphic fiction, Lone Wolf and Cub. Acknowledged worldwide for the brilliant writing of series creator Kazuo Koike and the groundbreaking cinematic visuals of the late Goseki Kojima, Lone Wolf and Cub contains unforgettable imagery of stark beauty, kinetic fury, and visceral thematic power that influenced a generation of visual storytellers both in Japan and in the West.” – Dark Horse Comics
Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Persepolis

Author:  Satrapi, Marjane

Original publication date: 2000

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: Iran

Original language: French

Approx. length: 350 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Todd Mitchell, Tiffany Myers
Overview / Publisher comments: “Satrapi’s groundbreaking two-part graphic memoir of her unforgettable girlhood within a large family in Tehran during the Islamic Revolution--now available in one volume--has been transferred to the big screen in a major animated film from Sony Picture Classics.” - Knopf Doubleday Publishing Group

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Watchmen

Author:  Moore, Alan (writer) and Dave Gibbons (artist)

Original publication date: 1987

Sub-genre/category:

Country of origin: England (Moore is English)

Original language: English

Approx. length: 415 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Molly Reid
Overview / Publisher comments: “It all begins with the paranoid delusions of a half-insane hero called Rorschach--but is he really insane or has he, in fact, uncovered a plot to murder super-heroes and possibly millions of innocent civilians? Following two generations of masked super-heroes from the close of World War II to the icy shadow of the Cold War comes this groundbreaking comic story--the story of The Watchmen.” – DC Comics

Instructor comments and concerns:

Other Texts: Anthologies, Fiction Dictionaries, Critical Guides, Etc.
Title: An Anthology for Creative Writers: A Garden of Forking Paths
Author/Editor: Anstandig, Beth and Eric Killough

Original publication date:  2006

Approx. length: 1000 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Deborah Dimon
Overview/Publisher comments: “Beth Anstandig and Eric Killough, guided by fiction writer, essayist, and poet Robert Creeley's belief that all writing is essentially the act of articulation and that "form is content, content form," brought together as many successful examples of ideas and styles as possible. They grouped these writings by genre for ease of use so that you can choose how you want to spend your reading time. From science writer E. O. Wilson to psychiatrist Oliver Sacks, you will find in the garden that each author has labored to articulate at least one of the seemingly infinite possibilities that the spirit can bring into being. Many of the authors in the text have successfully created works of written art using more than one genre. Beth Anstandig and Eric Killough created this text in hope that these examples will inspire your students to experiment in multiple genres as well.” – Prentice Hall
Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: A Contemporary Guide to Literary Terms: With Strategies for Writing Essays About Literature
Author/Editor: Barton, Edwin and Glenda Hudson

Original publication date: 2003

Approx. length: 320 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview / Publisher comments: “A Contemporary Guide to Literary Terms is a brief, inexpensive, and accessible handbook of literary terms for a full range of courses, including introduction to literature, literature for composition, American literature, British literature, and Shakespeare. In clear, concise, and user-friendly language, the text highlights its entries with contemporary, multicultural examples. This edition features more terms and new entries for all periods of literary history.” – Houghton Mifflin Harcourt

Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The Fiction Dictionary

Author/Editor: Henry, Laurie

Original publication date: 2001

Approx. length: 320 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Molly Reid
Overview / Publisher comments: “An essential guide to the inside language of fiction, this dictionary gives full, vivid descriptions and lively examples. Many of the entries will open up exciting new possibilities in writers' own work and show theories in play.” - Story Press Books 
Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: Murderous Schemes: An Anthology of Classic Detective Stories
Author/Editor: Westlake, Donald

Original publication date: 1988

Sub-genre/category: Detective Stories

Approx. length: 530 pages

Current faculty to contact about use:

Overview: “"What is this drug anyway?" Westlake asks about the timeless attraction of detective stories. This anthology answers by breaking the genre into eight types, each illustrated by four splendid examples. In subgenres such as Locked Rooms, Armchair Detectives and Brilliant Schemes Gone Wrong, Westlake showcases outstanding writers of the last 100 years. In "The Blue Geranium," Agatha Christie's Miss Marple solves a murder with only the clues of dinner conversation. Ellery Queen is represented, as is Edward D. Hoch, the leading current contributor to Queen's namesake magazine. In Hoch's "The Leopold Locked Room," police captain Leopold is found in a closed room with his murdered ex-wife. Ballistics results show that Leopold's gun fired the fatal shot, but Leopold and readers know he's not the killer. Every bit of the solution is cleverly foreshadowed. "Someday I'll Plant More Walnut Trees" initially seems to be a predictable tract on spousal abuse, but the author is Lawrence Block, who turns the reader's expectations inside out with two clever twists. Other contributors include Raymond Chandler, Shirley Jackson, Chester Himes and Roald Dahl. Westlake provides sensible analyses, even if he does sound a bit guilty for thinking too much about the pure pleasure of it all.” – Publisher’s Weekly
Instructor comments and concerns:

Title: The Story and Its Writer

Author/Editor: Charters, Ann

Original publication date: 

Approx. length: 1835 pages

Current faculty to contact about use: Todd Mitchell
Overview / Publisher comments: “During her many years of teaching introduction to fiction courses, Ann Charters developed an acute sense of which stories work most effectively in the classroom. She also discovered that writers, not editors, have the most interesting and useful things to say about the making and the meaning of fiction. Accordingly, her choice of fiction in the first edition of her The Story and Its Writer was as notable for its student appeal as it was for its quality and range. And to complement these stories, she introduced a lasting innovation: an array of the writers' own commentaries on the craft and traditions of the short story. In subsequent editions her sense of what works was confirmed as the book evolved into the most comprehensive, diverse — and bestselling — introduction to fiction anthology. Instructors rely on Ann Charters' ability to assemble an authoritative and teachable anthology, and anticipate each edition's selection of new writers and stories.” – Bedford Books
Instructor comments and concerns:  A bit on the expensive side, but valuable for its variety. Also available in “compact” edition (1150 pages). “It's expensive, but it's the best one I've found for working through the whole 20th century, from "Araby" to "A Good Man is Hard to Find" to "Car Crash While Hitchhiking." Reading short stories ends up being one of the most effective sections of the course.”
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