Personal Reflective Response Essay Assignment Sheet

We have read and discussed four authors' views on work and the American dream, and your task now is to respond to the main ideas of one author using an agree/disagree format, as discussed in class and in The Prentice Hall Guide.

Context:  Your audience is your instructor and classmates who are interested in your personal opinions regarding the main issue in one of the readings.  In other words, in this assignment your focus is on you as a critical reader of the text.

Assignment:  Choose one author, briefly summarize his/her main ideas, and respond in regard to whether you agree or disagree with those ideas.  You may wholly agree or disagree with the text's assertions, or agree with some points but disagree with others.  Whichever you choose, you must support your response using examples from your own personal experience.

Strategies for Writing:

Read critically.  Be sure that your summary and response adhere to the expectations of an academic audience: it's clear, objective, accurate, and supported with evidence.

Define your audience.  What can your instructor and classmates be expected to know about the text and about your experience and what will require more support and explanation?

Focus on the author's main ideas, not the events that are used to illustrate or support them.

Begin to develop support with personal evidence, and, where necessary, quotes and paraphrases.

Format:
Your essay must be typed, double-spaced in a 10-12 point font, and handed in in a portfolio with all drafts and other required materials.  

Length: 2-3 pages.

Due dates:
Draft:

Final draft:

Essays included:

Soto, "Looking for Work"

Nelson, "Number One!"

Terkel, "Stephen Cruz"

Dalton, "Horatio Alger"

