
Paper #3:  Critical Media AnalysisPRIVATE 

Most analyses, particularly academic ones, are conducted from a particular theoretical or interpretative perspective. Such a perspective is what keeps analyses from being merely personal interpretation.  For this paper, we are beginning with the assumption that television is always more than simple entertainment.  Instead, as we discussed in class, t.v. serves a unction as part of culture which means, simply, that t.v. programs produce certain kinds o cultural messages and are watched for particular kinds of social reasons.  Starting from this interpretative perspective, then, means approaching this paper with the assumption that there are specific cultural reasons why someone might enjoy or like a given show more than another.  

Your task in this paper is first to explain to current and potential viewers of your chosen television show a "hidden" meaning or function of the show that people would not immediately notice.  To do this, I will ask you to focus on one or more of the following interpretative perspectives which highlight the social function of a given television show:


Cultural Reproduction:  This perspective looks at the show to see what sorts of cultural messages or myths are being reproduced in the show that the viewer might not immediately notice.  The focus of such analyses is to prove, with textual evidence from the show, what particular cultural myth you think is being reproduced.  


Cultural Resistance:  This perspective looks at the show to see what kinds of cultural norms are being changed or altered by the show.  The focus of such analyses is to prove, with textual evidence from the show, what particular cultural norms are being questioned and what new alternatives might be offered.


Cultural Function:  This perspective tries to explain why people, at this time given what else is going on in society, might find such a show appealing.  The focus of such analyses is to prove, with textual evidence, that the show is appealing to or fulfilling some sort of "need" within the audience.

While the main focus of your paper is to "prove" that your analysis of the show is sound, the paper should also offer the reader a reason for reading such an analysis.  Thus, the second task in the paper is to explain to the reader why they should read your analysis.  Such analyses usually ask their audience to consider what effect--positive or negative--such messages might be have on their own thinking, but the purpose of your analysis will ultimately determine how you discuss the show's potential effect on its viewers.

Strategies
Focus:  Focus not only on a single television show but also on a single aspect of the show (e.g. gender relationships, violence, etc.).

Purpose: Offer the audience a reason for your analysis. Are you trying to convince them the show might be influencing their thinking negatively?  That the show is actually more worthwhile than they think?  That the show is actually a positive influence on culture?  In sum, how do you want your audience to "read" your analysis and what do you want them to do with it?

Development:  This paper asks you to make claims about three, related, aspects of the analysis:  a cultural myth or norm; the show itself; and its effect on viewers. While the majority of your proof will come from the show itself, the other two claims (about culture and the effect on viewers) need to be supported as well.

Audience:  Remember your audience includes not only current viewers of the show but also potential viewers. Provide enough detail so that both audiences can follow your examples.

Cohesion:  One of the most difficult part of this paper will be demonstrating that your examples from the show actually prove your claim about its relationship to culture.  Make sure your transitions make clear connections between your thesis and the proof offered.

