
Education Inquiry AssignmentPRIVATE 

For this paper, we'll be turning our critical eye on culture from media to institutions, specifically education as a cultural institution.  Rather than respond or analyze this time, this paper will ask you to define a debatable issue about education and argue for specific position or opinion on the issue.  Topic choice is wide-ranging as long as the issue deals in some way with an education topic and is clearly an issue others might disagree with (e.g. what makes a good teacher; the role of multiculturalism in courses; whether education is sexist; the "hidden" curriculum of a particular major; whether grades should be used; whether schools falsely advertise education; why a certain course should be required of all students; whether "non-teacher" courses really offer an educational alternative; etc.). The best topics, as always, will be ones you are personally invested in somehow either through personal experience or having a particularly strong opinion about the issue after researching it. 

Since we are writing about issues, your main goal in this paper will be to argue for a certain way of looking at the issue, a certain solution to a problem, or an opinion on a highly debated issue.  Each issue will invoke its own context since the types of people interested in or able to take action on your issue will differ depending on the topic.  As a result, for this paper, you will be asked to define your own audience and context in a context analysis proposal.  The only requirement I will impose is the assumption that the audience is educated and, thus, will expect an academic argument using the types of proof derived from research and logic we will be discussing in class.  

Since you are determining the context, audience, and purpose of this paper, I will be grading your papers in terms of the context you define as well as the expectation of educated argumentation.  As a result, I will ask you to include a cover page to your final draft specifying each of these three.  I will also expect a copy of your context analysis proposal in your folder with the other work on this paper.  

To complete this paper, we will spend much of class time discussing how to define such issues, research them, and support an argument for an educated audience.  

Requirements
(1) The paper must incorporate at least four outside sources. These sources should be derived from a combination of Internet and library research.  In other words, all your sources cannot be from one place.*

(2) The paper must incorporate at least one form of "live" (qualitative) research such as observations, interviews, visual analysis, surveys, etc.*

(3) All sources must be properly cited using MLA format and include a Works Cited page.

(4) Length:  5-7 pages

*Requirements 1 and 2 may be negotiated in your context analysis proposal if your topic is more amenable to library research and/or qualitative research.
