Topic Exploration Group Assignment 

What is a Topic?
The Topic Exploration Group Assignment will help you and other members of your class understand the  issues in a topic.

What is an Issue?
By issue, we mean a problem or question that people debate, such as, "How does the use of specific terms by the media affect our perception of the world?" We might ask, for instance, how the widespread use of the term "Generation X" has shaped the general public's perception of 18 to 30 year olds.

Format of the Presentation
In this assignment, you will work with other classmates to explore the issues raised by the readings in a particular chapter of Exploring Language as well as related issues that you think of. You will be assigned to a group. You will meet with your group and divide the readings so that at least six selections from each chapter are read. Then you will identify the key issues raised by the readings and by you and other members of your group. In a brief (3 minute) presentation, you will share your findings with your class. The format for your Topic Exploration Group Assignment Presentation is as follows: 

 You should briefly identify the topic you are exploring. 
 You should briefly identify the articles you read. 
 Your should briefly identify and define several issues raised by the readings in Exploring Language. The issues should be phrased in the form of questions. 
 You should briefly identify and define several issues raised by members of your group. The issues should be phrased in the form of questions. 
 You should consider, in addition to your handout, using an overhead project to display your list of issues.
 
 Format for the Handout
 You will need to create and distribute a handout for your classmates and instructor. The handout will briefly describe the topic, contain an annotated bibliography of the readings in the chapter, and list (in the form of questions) several issues by the readings in Exploring Language and several issues raised by your group. The format for your Topic Exploration Group Assignment Handout is as follows: 

 Your handout should identify the topic you are exploring. You may define the topic using a phrase or short sentence. 
 Your handout should include complete citations of all the articles you read. Each citation should be annotated with a two or three sentence summary. 
 Your handout should include a list of several issues raised by the readings in Exploring Language, presented in the form of questions. 
 Your handout should include a list of several additional issues raised by members of your group and presented in the form of questions. 
 Your handout should be one page long, single spaced, with one inch margins all around. 
 Type your handout in a readable, 10-12 point font (please, no script fonts or entire papers in italics). 
 Print your handout on an ink jet or laser printer.
