Response Essay Assignment

Goals of the assignment: In addition to continuing our discussion of language and culture, this assignment includes the following goals:
  learning to read critically
  summarizing a text objectively
  focusing and supporting a response to a text
  analyzing a text in context
  learning to quote and paraphrase effectively

We will read several pieces from Exploring Language and The Prentice Hall Guide, analyze , summarize and respond to them.  Then you will choose one of the pieces to respond to, collect ideas for a response, have a draft of your paper reviewed in a peer workshop, revise and edit the paper, and turn it in for a grade and comments.  The expectations for the final paper include the following:

Purpose of the paper:  To understand and analyze a piece of writing; to clearly communicate the author’s argument and your response to the piece.

Audience:  Your classmates and instructor as an academic audience.

Strategies:  Summarize the original article as necessary to introduce, focus, and develop your response to it; report what the author wrote as objectively as possible; use sufficient references  to the author/article (tags).  Quote key terms and phrases. Paraphrase accurately and concisely.  [See PHG, pp. 151-152.]  Response to the article using one or more of the following techniques: analyzing the effectiveness of the text, agreeing and/or disagreeing with the ideas in the text, interpreting and reflecting on the text.  Focus your response by making an overall claim or point about the original article.  Develop  your response with the following, as appropriate: personal experience, evidence from the text, evidence from other texts. [See PHG, p. 154.]  For help with organization, refer to outlines in PHG, pp. 186-187.  Edit to remove errors in spelling, grammar, and mechanics so that your paper is clear and readable.

Format:  Length guidelines: 2-4  pages.  Workshop and final drafts must be typed.  Type your essay in a readable, 10-12 point standard font (please, no script or italics).  Use margins of one-inch all around and double-space.  Print on an ink jet or laser printer.  Submit your paper in a pocket folder and include with it all collecting, practice summaries and responses, drafts, workshop comments, and answers to postscript questions  [#1-5, PHG, pp. 188-189.]

Articles:  Use one of the following pieces from for your paper:
Welty “Wordstruck” Exploring Language, pp. 35-38
Rodriguez “Aria: A Memoir of a Bilingual Childhood” EL, pp. 244-53
Coleman “Discrimination at Large” EL, pp. 346-48
Rose

