Annotated Bibliography and Perspective DefinitionGroup Assignment 

The Annotated Bibliography and Perspective DefinitionGroup Assignment is designed to help you and other members of your issue group focus on a particular issue in language and culture. Working with other members of your group, you will locate, cite, and write annotations (brief summaries) of at least 25 articles, chapters, books, and/or documents on the World Wide
Web that address your issue. You will then identify the perspectives taken on the issue you are investigating by the authors you listed in your annotated bibliography. You may also include perspectives that are not taken by authors listed in your annotated bibliography, but which
you believe should be included in your list. 

What is an Issue? 
By issue, we mean a problem or question that people debate, such as, "How does the use of specific terms by the media affect our perception of the world?" We might ask, for instance, how the widespread use of the term "Generation X" has shaped the general public's perception of 18 to 30 year olds. In the previous assignment, you created a list of issues raised by your readings in
Exploring Language and by your own experiences. 

What is a Perspective? 
By perspective, we mean a particular approach or stance that an author or group of authors might take on an issue. For instance, one perspective that might be taken on the issue of whether the use of the term "Generation X" by the media affects the general public's perception of people
aged 18 to 30 is that it makes no substantive difference. Another perspective might be that the media's use of the term has brought about a poor perception among the general public of people in that age group. 

How does a Perspective differ from a Position? 
It is important to distinguish between a perspective, which can be shared by many authors, and a position, which is the specific argument made by a particular author. For instance, many authors who debate the abortion issue in this country can be characterized as taking a "Pro‑Choice" perspective. Others who debate that issue can be characterized as taking a "Pro‑Life" perspective. Although the positions taken by individual authors who oppose abortion might vary (some arguing against it for moral reasons, others for legal or pragmatic reasons), they can all be said to share the same "Pro‑Life" perspective. 

In this assignment, we are interested in the larger question of perspectives. In the next assignment, we'll ask you to define your own position on the issue that you are investigating. 

Assembling your Bibliography 
The format for your Annotated Bibliography Group Assignment is as follows: 

 Include complete citations. Citations should conform to the Modern Language Association style guide for print documents and to the Janice Walker/ACW style guide for online documents. 
 Each citation should be annotated with a two or three sentence summary. Indent the annotations. 
 Each annotation should include, in parentheses at the end of the annotation, the initials of the person who made the annotation. 
 Your annotated bibliography should be double spaced, with one inch margins all around. 

Identifying and Defining your Perspectives 
This section should include the following: 

 Include your names and the issue you are investigating. 
 Provide a name for each perspective. 
 Define each perspective using up to a page of text for each perspective. 
 List the authors from your annotated bibliography who take each perspective. 
 List the authors from your annotated bibliography who do not easily fit into the perspectives you've defined. 
 Include a Works Cited page with complete citations for all of the authors you cite. Use MLA style for print documents and Janice Walker/ACW style for online documents. 
 Your assignment should be double spaced, with one inch margins all around. 
 Type the assignment in a readable, 10‑12 point font (please, no script fonts or entire papers in italics). 
 Print your assignment on an ink jet or laser printer. 
