Essay 1—Responding to a Text for Your Class Community

After reading and discussing each of the (4) readings and writing a practice response to 2-3 of them, you will choose ONE text to focus on and develop a response to for this assignment. In this essay your purpose is to explain to the audience—your classmates and instructor—how you react to a main idea from one of the designated readings and why you react that way.  We want to know your personal reaction—what you think regarding the author’s main viewpoint. 

Strategies for Writing:

Read critically.  Be sure that you are accurately and fairly representing the author’s argument, purpose and main ideas. 

Examine your audience.  What can your instructor and classmates be expected to know about the text and about your experience, and what will require more support and explanation?  What do they need to know about what you think is important from the text and the viewpoint you’re responding to in your paper?  

Focus on one main idea from the text rather than the events that are used to illustrate or support that idea or other ideas. Which text and main idea from that text will you respond to?  And what is the nature of your response? 

Develop your essay with personal evidence that is relevant to the main idea you’ve isolated for your response.  Why do you react the way you do?  That is, what cultural influences/factors have shaped the way you consider and react to the author’s viewpoint?   (How does your own cultural identity impact your response to this main idea?)  What in your experience/observation helps explain your reaction?  How can you explain in a way that your readers can fully understand your response?

Organize your essay in a way that presents your ideas clearly and logically for readers.
Format:  Your essay must be typed, double-spaced in a 10-12 point font, and included in your folder with all process work (other required materials).  Length—About 600-750 words. 

Due dates:  

Practice drafts—

Final draft—

Readings Included: 

· Wong, “The Struggle to be an All-American Girl in PHG (26-28)

· Zoellner, “I’m O.K., But You’re Not” in PHG (28-29 )

· Chapkis, “Dress for Success” in RC (236-39)

· Hine, “Goths in Tomorrowland” in RC (69-73)
