ECC238: Tentative Syllabus, T. Mitchell, Spring 2009

“They say the owl was once a baker’s daughter.

Lord, we know what we are, but not what we may be.” —Ophelia, Act 4.5

The purpose of this syllabus is to give you a general idea of what texts we’re going to discuss on what

days, and when Reflection Essays are due. Other homework assignments and exact pages/chapters to be read (if

not listed below) will be given out in class on a day-to-day basis, so if you miss a class, make sure you contact

someone else in the class to find out the reading and other homework before it’s due. The reading that is

listed is the reading that we will cover on the day listed. Reading quizzes will be unannounced.

Reflection Essays will be due at the beginning of class on the assigned days. Always bring the assigned text

with you to class for discussion! Expect to read around thirty to fifty pages a night for this course.
Short Fiction Developments and Changes in the 20th Century from “Araby” to “Car Crash,”Interpreting and Writing about Literature, Basic Elements of Fiction

T 1/20 Introduction to course goals and expectations. Why read literature? What is interpretation?

R 1/22 Short Fiction. Discuss “Araby” and “A Rose for Emily”

T 1/27 Basic elements: Character and Plot. Discuss “Good Country People” and “A Good Man is

Hard to Find”

R 1/29 Basic elements: Plot, Setting, and Form. Discuss “The Swimmer” and “A&P”

T 2/3 Basic elements: POV. Discuss “A Conversation With My Father,” “The Lone Ranger and

Tonto Fistfight in Heaven,” and “How to Become a Writer”

R 2/5 Basic elements: Voice, Tone, Theme, Symbolism, and Allegory. Discuss “The Things They

Carried” and “Car Crash While Hitchhiking”

T 2/10 **First Reflection Essay Due!** Required! Discuss “The Circular Ruins”

American Modernism (in Europe)

R 2/12 Intro to Hemingway and Modernism. Discuss The Sun Also Rises, Ch. 1-5

T 2/17 Discuss The Sun Also Rises, Ch. 6-12

R 2/19 Discuss The Sun Also Rises, Ch.13-16

T 2/24 Discuss The Sun Also Rises, Ch.16-end

R 2/26 *Reflection Essay on The Sun Also Rises Due!* Start on Their Eyes Were Watching God

Other Voices: Beyond the (old) Literary Canon

T 3/3 Discuss Their Eyes Were Watching God, Ch.1-6

R 3/5 Discuss Their Eyes Were Watching God, Ch. 7-13

T 3/10 Discuss Their Eyes Were Watching God, Ch. 14-end

R 3/12 *Reflection Essay on Eyes Due!* Discuss Forward and Afterward. Start The Kite Runner

Spring Break —Read The Kite Runner

Immigration, Multiculturalism, and World Perspectives

T 3/24 Discuss The Kite Runner, Ch. 1-10

R 3/26 Discuss The Kite Runner

T 3/31 Discuss The Kite Runner

R 4/2 *Reflection Essay on The Kite Runner Due!* Discuss The Kite Runner end. Start Maus.

New Literacies of the 20th Century: Graphic Novels

T 4/7 Discuss The Complete Maus

R 4/9 Discuss The Complete Maus

T 4/14 Discuss The Complete Persepolis

R 4/16 Discuss The Complete Persepolis

T 4/21 *Reflection Essay on Maus or Persepolis Due!* Start Feed

Postmodernism, Simulation and Simulacra, and the Future of Reading

R 4/23 Discuss Feed and postmodernism.

T 4/28 Discuss Feed

R 4/30 Discuss Feed

T 5/5 Discuss Feed end

R 5/7 *Reflection Essay on Feed Due!* The big picture. Wrapping up.

“Always he travels without maps as it is better to become lost than spend time thinking about the road.” —Carolyn Forché
