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E238.002: Twentieth Century Literature Fall 2007
Instructor:
Jeremy Huffman Proctor
Contact Info:
Office: Eddy 311 Phone: 491-2969 (email first if possible) 
email: proctorj@holly.colostate.edu
Office Hours:
2:10-3:00 MWF or by appointment

Goals:

This course explores a variety of generic conventions and ideological concerns in the twentieth-century fiction, emphasizing the late-century post-colonialist and post-modernist writers. At stake for all of these writers are issues of subjectivity and agency, differing definitions of desire and memory, and position of the individual in relation to a larger, and often politically oppressive, society. 

As an approved course in Arts and Humanities category of the All University Core Curriculum, E 238 fulfills these criteria and goals:
· The course provides foundational knowledge in one of the main types of literature – fiction, including both novel and short story. It introduces the basic formal elements of fiction (plot, characterization, point of view, narrative structure, setting, description, dialogue, conflict, symbolism, etc.) as well as the basic interpretive skills needed to make sense of these formal elements.

· The works of fiction treated in the course come from a wide variety of differing cultural contexts – and as such allow students to understand both fundamental human similarities that are shared by differing peoples in the 20th century, but also to grasp differences in attitudes, issues, and concerns between peoples of widely varying cultures.

· Students will engage in frequent writing assignments, both formal and informal, and in class discussion, thus honing their own language skills.

· The very nature of the course’s materials will lead students to a better, more emphatic understanding of people superficially or fundamentally different from themselves.

· The core competencies of reading, writing, speaking, and critical thinking are all enhanced by both the course’s subject matter and its pedagogical procedures.
Overview:
Twentieth Century Literature introduces the study of contemporary global/multicultural literature as a mode of discourse for defining, exploring, and expressing human experience. E 238 exposes students to a wide ethnic, cultural, and global diversity of the writers and perspectives in the novels and short story collections assigned. More specifically, the works cover a variety of political ideologies, tribal myths, the effects of colonial and post-colonial values, violent national and international conflicts, and other cultural problematics.

A number of works show in great detail the ways in which people’s public and private lives are profoundly affected by various political ideologies. Other novels explore the confusion of values experienced by people of minority cultures in trying to reconcile or accommodate their native culture with that of the white majority. Several works invite students to debate these issues in light of their own assumptions and perspectives. Finally the course demands that students make use of the core competencies in articulating both orally and in writing their ideas and feelings.

By means of significant out-of-class reading, engaging in-class discussions, and frequent writing assignments, students will learn the skills of reading and writing about literature. The syllabus calls for students to read a variety of literary selections from several novels and a collection of short stories. This course is reading intensive.  We will sometimes read 50+ pages between classes.  If you abhor reading or will not have 3 to 4 hours between classes to read and write, you may want to choose another class to take.  You are required to read every assigned reading.  You will respond in writing to much of what we read, and here, too, you are expected to explain the elements of literature that affect you most as a reader and discuss these in light of theoretical/critical approaches and movements you value most highly.   
Grades:

Grades in the course will be based on the plus/minus system; the breakdown is as follows:

Class Discussion Participation----- 10%

Weekly Response Papers----------- 30%
Midterm Exam----------------------- 15%
Paper #1------------------------------- 15%
Paper #2------------------------------- 15%
Final Exam---------------------------- 15%
Class Discussions:

Even though the class may serve 45+ students, you will still be expected to engage in discussion and to respond to questions I may pose to you individually. I will make every effort to make this class a community of readers and writers, but your participation is essential to this end.  I expect you to respond to others in the class in thoughtful, judicious, and respectful ways.  Group work will also be counted as class discussion participation.  Our reading will deal with a wide-range of sensitive topics, including issues of gender, religion, sexuality, and politics.  If you strongly object to these issues or others’ views on these issues, this may not be the best course for you.  Please be prepared to discuss the texts in a polite and mature manner.  Religious beliefs are a personal choice.  Thus, personal declarations of religious beliefs should be limited and pertinent to the discussion at hand, if not withheld completely.  Class discussion participation will count toward your participation grade (10% for the class final grade).

Weekly Response Papers:
For every assigned reading, you should annotate the text. These annotations will help you complete the response paper that you are expected to write every week (once a week). The first few weeks of the semester, you should check the course calendar on Wednesday (from the ‘Calendar’ in our class Writing Studio program) to find questions that you may use to guide your short responses to the fiction we read. After the first few weeks of the semester, you are required to come up with your own writing topics.  On weeks when we read two or more fictional pieces, you should choose one of the selections to respond to in writing. These short responses (double-spaced and about 1 page only) must be typed and brought to class every Friday. At the beginning of class on Friday, I will flip a coin: heads means the responses must be submitted for a grade; tails means I will not collect them. These response papers, while informal pieces of writing, should still be grammatically and syntactically correct; I expect you to use language precisely, to support your response with specifics from the fiction using cited quotations, to write with style, and, yes, to spell correctly. Be sure to specify which selection you are responding to in the title or heading. No late responses will be accepted for any reason (you may submit them early if you anticipate an absence), but I will drop the lowest response paper before averaging the others to figure the 30% of the final course grade.  I reserve the right to issue a pop-quiz in place of the week’s response paper.  No email submissions are accepted.
Midterm and Final Exams:
The midterm exam will be a quote identification, short answer, and short essay test over the fiction we read during the first half of the semester.  Likewise, the final exam will be a quotation identification, short answer, and short essay test over the fiction we read during the last half of the semester.
 
Essays #1 and #2:
During the semester you will write two essays; specific assignments will be given out later during class. Your essays will be judged as formal pieces of writing including the conventions of academic writing, and will be graded on the clarity and complexity of your argument, the details you choose to support it, the organization of your ideas, and the application of what you have learned in class lectures or discussions. You are welcome to stop by my office hours to get feedback on drafts, but do so early enough to have time to revise. 
Required Texts:
The Metamorphosis, In the Penal Colony, and Other Stories by Franz Kafka
We by Yevgeny Zamyatin
Mrs. Dalloway by Virginia Woolf

Untouchable by Mulk Raj Anand
One Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia Marquez

Flight to Canada by Ishmael Reed

My Name is Red by Orhan Pamuk
Plan to bring the appropriate text to every class meeting.
Materials:
pocket-folder for writing assignments, responses, handouts, etc.

flash-drive (recommended)/computer disks
spiral-notebook or legal pad & pen/pencil
Attendance:
Although I do not have an official attendance policy, students are expected to attend every class and are responsible for all material covered in class. Since participation in class discussions affects a student's final grade and since I will not repeat lectures or information on reading or writing assignments, attendance is critical.  Lateness is a discourteous distraction, so please be punctual.  Continual tardiness will affect your participation grade.
Instructional Resources:
The Writing Studio web page (http://writing.colostate.edu) will be used in this course. Students' facilitation with this resource is required.  Printing is available at the English computer lab (Eddy 300), the Weber computer lab, and the library (for a fee).  There are no excuses for printing problems.  The Writing Center in Eddy 6 can help with the paper writing process, including starting, drafting, researching, revising and polishing.  You can submit papers to the Writing Center through the home Writing Studio web page.
Due Dates:
All due dates for assignments are firm. All writing assignments are due at the beginning of the class period on the due date, and all assignments must be completed in order for a student to pass the course. Students will be penalized one letter grade for each class period a formal paper is late.  No email submissions of assignments are accepted (including weekly response papers).
Notes/Drafts:
Save all brainstorming, notes, outlines, and drafts for each reading or writing assignment and class lecture or discussion. These notes or drafts may be useful during office visits or for deciding on a thesis or argument claim for your longer essays. Your notes will also serve as study material for the mid-term and final exams. 
CSU Academic Integrity Policy:
We will discuss the finer points of what constitutes plagiarism in class, but you are expected to know that it will not be tolerated in this class.  Plagiarism, cheating, or any other falsification can result in failure from this class and possible expulsion from the university.  For details about the university's academic honesty policy see Colorado State University Handbook, available from the Office of the Dean of Students.
Office Hours:
2:10-3:00 MWF or by appointment in Eddy 311.  Please take advantage of my office hours for help with your writing or to discuss the reading. If you can't come at the regularly scheduled times, please make an appointment for another time. If I recognize specific deficiencies in your writing, I may recommend counseling in the English Department Writing Center (Eddy 6).

Withdrawal Policy:
No W's will be assigned after the university's official drop date deadline, October 15.
Students with Special Needs:
Students with special needs or disabilities that require specific accommodations for the successful completion of this course must notify the CSU Office of Disability Services and the course instructor by the middle of the second week of classes. Failure to do so may jeopardize the student's ability to receive the necessary academic adjustments and auxiliary aids to facilitate his/her participation and performance in the classroom.
Please turn off cell phones and iPods/MP3 players during class!!!
