E238 – 20th Century Fiction
Fall 2007
Section 11:  2:00-2:50, MWF
Clark C144
Instructor: Martin Moran

Office: Eddy 340
Office Hours:  Monday and Wednesday 11am-12pm, and by appointment


E-mail (the best way to reach me): martin.moran@colostate.edu
Office Phone:  491-2644
Course Description:  


From Modernism to Multiculturalism, the 20th century exhibits an extremely wide range of activity in the arts.  In fiction, this profusion takes place in journeys of discovery, questions of identity, and challenges of authority.  Yet, if it is a century of radical confrontations and formal changes, it is also a period of unprecedented conversation among cultures, a period when gender, religion, race, class, and sexuality become highlighted as universal givens worthy of consideration in literature.  
In this class we will study a range of modern and contemporary, American and international fiction.  While this course is not a survey of the "great books" of the century, it is a consideration of some of them, and how they function as emblems of larger historical movements, as art born from specific cultural contexts or points of crisis.  We'll focus primarily on novels, taking into consideration the "novel" as an evolving genre and will explore how the selected works can teach us about ourselves and what it means to be human.  We'll also focus on the elements of fiction: how narrative works from a readerly standpoint, how it is put together formally, what its terminology is, and how these elements function as a whole to present a more or less realistic vision of the world.  This is a reading course and a discussion course; you must be ready and willing to do both.
Required Texts: 
· Vonnegut, Kurt.  Slaughterhouse Five.  

· O'Brien, Tim.  The Things They Carried.  

· Kerouac, Jack.  The Dharma Bums.

· Silko, Leslie Marmon.  Ceremony.

· Murakami, Haruki.  After the Quake.

· Camus, Albert.  The Stranger.  

· Johnson, Denis.  Jesus’ Son.
· Texts from e-reserve or Writing Studio as assigned.

Assignments and Grading:
· Quizzes (and occasional homework responses) 



35%

· Major Essay








20%

· Final Exam








20%

· Group Presentation 







15%

· Participation and Attendance






10%

 
Plus/minus grading will be used in this course.  Specific requirements for each assignment will be discussed in class. Please note that missing a third or more of our regularly scheduled class sessions will override these stated grading percentages and result in failure of the course, regardless of the quality of completed assignments.
Quizzes:
In order to evaluate your understanding of the texts, I will give a number of unannounced quizzes throughout the course of the semester (at least one for each book, probably more).  The number of quizzes and subsequent weight of each quiz will be determined by the needs of the class - the better prepared and more active your participation in class, the fewer quizzes will be given.  
Quizzes will be given at the beginning of the class period.  No make-up quizzes will be given.  However, at the end of the semester I will throw out your lowest quiz grade.  In addition, you may attend one on-campus reading and complete a one-page write-up for an extra 5 points (quizzes worth 10 points each).
Attendance/Participation:
Being in class does not mean that you are participating. You must come to class ready to discuss the texts and you must speak up. We will be engaged in a fair amount of small group discussion, so it is crucial for you to participate in and support your group.  

 

Attendance is mandatory.  However, I fully understand that circumstances may occasionally prevent you from attending.  Up to four absences are acceptable and excused - no reasons, no excuses, and no warnings are necessary.  Every missed class period in excess of the four allowed absences will result in a full letter grade deduction from your attendance/participation grade, and excessive absences (missing a third or more of our regularly scheduled class sessions) will result in failure of the course. 

 

Reading:
This class is reading intensive. You should plan on reading 30- 50 pages a night for the duration of this course.  I expect you to complete the reading assignments on time, and to come to class prepared for discussion. That means carefully reading the texts, marking specific pages and passages for discussion, looking up any words you don't know, and coming to class with at least (3) questions and/or observations about the day's reading. I will check on your preparation periodically throughout class. 

 

Writing:
This class is somewhat writing intensive. For each formal written assignment polished prose is expected; that is, work will be graded on grammar, mechanics, proofreading and professional preparation as well as on critical and creative responses to the texts. All work requested in hard-copy is expected to be typed, double-spaced with numbered pages, stapled, and labeled appropriately.  No late work will be accepted without a documented excuse.  Plagiarism is a serious offense and will not be tolerated.  Any plagiarized work will result in an F in this course and additional repercussions are possible in egregious circumstances.
Expectations:     

· Much of this class is built on discussion and sharing of student ideas.  It is important to participate and be courteous during discussions.  Respect your peers’ airtime and opinions just as you want yours respected.  Remember, participating in discussions is much easier when you have done the homework, and homework and participation counts toward your final grade.  Note:  If you are physically present, but are sleeping, emailing, etc., during class, you will not get participation credit and may be counted as absent if circumstances warrant.

· Use common sense to avoid distracting behavior.  Turn your cell phone off before you arrive in class.  If you must eat or drink, proceed in a manner that does not disrupt the classroom. 
· Tardiness is discourteous and distracting.  Excessive tardiness can negatively affect your participation grade and, in extreme cases, your overall course grade.
· You will be responsible for setting up and frequently checking your Writing Studio Account.  On our class page you will find a calendar with your assignments as well as postings of much of the material we look at in class.

FYI's:  

· The Writing Center is located in Eddy 6. Help with writing assignments is available - and free! 

· The English Department Computer Lab is located in Eddy 300 (you can print assignments for free in the Eddy lab).  Access is also available in the Weber building and Morgan Library.  

· You can find books, journal articles and other texts at the Morgan Library to help inform your reading.  The reference librarians are friendly and very knowledgeable, so consider stopping by the reference desk for help with research for this and other classes. 

Open-Door Policy: 

If you have questions at any time, please contact me by email. I usually read my email before I leave campus in the afternoon, so if you need to meet with me beyond office hours, please provide as much information as possible about times that work for you, and I will get back to you as soon 

as possible.

Final Note/Accommodations: 

Sensitive issues might be discussed during this course. If you are uncomfortable discussing particular subjects or if you have other concerns regarding the course content or environment, please see me and we will address your concerns. In addition, please make me aware of any learning differences or difficulties you experience so that we can make the necessary adjustments or access the appropriate resources to help you succeed in the class. Let me know, as well, how I can best respond to any physical limitations or impairments, or cultural or language differences that influence your participation in the class and/or ability to meet its requirements.

Please contact me immediately if ANY questions or concerns arise!
Tentative Schedule:
Please see the Calendar on our course Writing Studio page for specific reading assignments and discussion questions.  Please note that ALL DUE DATES ARE TENTATIVE and likely to change.  I will inform you of these changes in class and on our Writing Studio Calendar.
 
	Date
	Readings
	Notes

	Week One

8/20, 8/22, 8/24
	Introductions; Vonnegut
	Please make sure to log into the Writing Studio

and familiarize yourself with our course page.  

	Week Two

8/27, 8/29, 8/31
	Vonnegut
	 

	Week Three

9/3, 9/5, 9/7
	O'Brien
	 No class on 9/3 (Labor Day)

	Week Four

9/10, 9/12, 9/14
	O’Brien
	 

	Week Five

9/17, 9/19, 9/21
	Kerouac
	 

	Week Six

9/24, 9/26, 9/28
	Kerouac

	 

	Week Seven

10/1, 10/3, 10/5
	Silko
	 

	Week Eight

10/8, 10/10, 10/12
	   Silko
	We will not meet for class on Friday, 10/12, in observance of English Dept. Reading Days.

	Week Nine

10/15, 10/17, 10/19
	Silko
	 

	Week Ten

10/22, 10/24, 10/26
	Murakami
	Topic Proposal for Major Essay due.  

	Week Eleven

10/29, 10/31, 11/2
	Murakami 
	 

	Week Twelve

11/5, 11/7, 11/9
	Camus
	 

	Week Thirteen

11/12, 11/14, 11/16
	Camus
	 

	Thanksgiving Break, 11/19 - 11/23

	Week Fourteen

11/26, 11/28, 11/30
	Johnson
	 

	Week Fifteen

12/3, 12/5, 12/7
	Johnson
	Major Essay due 11/28.

	Finals Week

12/10 - 12/14
 
	Final Exam 12/14

11:20-1:20 pm
	 


Writing Studio Instructions

How to Create a Writing Studio Account

HW due Wednesday, August 22nd 

     Go to http://writing.colostate.edu

     Click on Accounts on the top left corner

     Click on Create an Account

     Fill in the information requested.  For e-mail include your entire address.  (For example: jane.doe@lamar.colostate.edu). Password is the same as your Ramweb Webmail account

     Click on Yes so I can add you to my class list
     Click on Create Account

     Read the Rules and Regulations and click on I agree

     Please send me an e-mail (martin.moran@colostate.edu) with your e-mail address so I can add you to my list.  BE PATIENT – You won’t be able to access our class page until I add you.  This might take a couple days.
     Eventually, after you are added:  click on Your classes then All Classes

   Click on E238: 20th Century Fiction to enter the site.

     Please explore it.  You can check out the:

      Calendar with all the homework listed

      Syllabus with the Policy Statement 

      Assignments with the descriptions of the various assignments
      Materials with information from class discussions

      Web Links with links to important websites to help you with your writing skills 

      Forums where I might post questions and require you to respond

     Don’t forget to see what resources are available outside our class site and in the writing studio!

ELECTRONIC RESERVE INSTRUCTIONS

· You will need Adobe Acrobat to view EReserve items. Campus computers should already have this, but if you do not have it on your PC, you can download it for free from the EReserve page. 

· Go to the Library Homepage (you can access this from the Online Writing Center or type http://lib.colostate.edu). 

· Choose the “Course Reserves” tab. 

· Click on “Students Enter Here" and then "To View ER Materials Enter Here.” 

· Enter your student ID (usually your social security number) in the “University ID” field. 

· Enter your last name in the “Last Name” field. 

· You will see a series of fields that lists (among others) the course, title, and instructor for any EReserve items your classes are using. 

· Choose the PDF option to view and print the articles for E238. 

