Summary Response Assignment

Building on the summaries in CO300, the summary/response essay represents students’ chance to begin arguing with the authors of assigned articles. The students’ arguments, of course, can fulfill different aims:

· Students might want to inquire by concentrating on additional questions they might pose to the author. 

· Students might want to convince by giving additional evidence of agreement/ disagreement 

· Or students might want to convince by analyzing the logic and completeness of the argument in the original essay. 

· Students might write to persuade the original author of the article to reshape an argument based on careful textual or rhetorical analysis of the essay.

Any of these options works well for the summary/response essay.

For the summary/response essay that will be one of the pieces in your Portfolio One, you will need to work with one of the following essays.  However, you should not focus on the same essay that you are working on for your detailed summary.

· Quammen’s “Dirty Word, Clean Place” 

· Postrel’s “The Environmental Movement: A Skeptical View”

· Pollan’s “Why Mow?  The Case Against Lawns” 

· Sagoff’s “Nature Versus the Environment” 

· Quammen’s “The Face of the Spider”

Purpose of the Assignment 

Unlike the summaries that focus solely on representing other writers' arguments, the Summary/Response essay allows you to build on a summary with an argument of your own. Your response might analyze the logic of the original essay, or it might argue for or against the position of the original essay. If you choose to analyze the logic of the original essay, you must make a case for your analysis, in effect arguing that your analysis is a good one. 

Audience 

Assume that you are writing for readers who are not familiar with the original essay you summarize and respond to because your audience for the convincing and persuading essays will not be limited to this class. Work towards specifying a target audience for your summary/response essay. 

Focus 

The most effective summary/response essays, like all effective arguing essays, narrow the focus so that it is manageable. Even if the essay you are responding to cuts a wide swath through a particular issue, your essay will be more effective if you focus on one or two key points in the original essay. Be sure to select key points from the original essay rather than minor points. In other words, your focus is limited by the focus of the original essay. 

Organization 

Typically, summary/response essays follow one of two organizational patterns: block or point-by-point. 

1. Block: The block pattern has a block of summary, your thesis or claim as a bridge, and then a block of response. Within the response, be sure the arrangement of your points is clear and easy to follow. 

2. Point-by-point: The point-by-point pattern has a general introduction, a point of summary followed by your response to that point, the next point of summary followed by your response to that point, and so on. 

Development 

Each of your points must be developed with examples, details, facts, statistics, quotations, etc. You need evidence to develop your argument. You might also develop your essay by analyzing the original argument through a careful chain of reasoning. Remember that general statements are usually unconvincing; readers expect specific support. 

Coherence 

Use appropriate author tags and transitions to mark the summary as a summary, and continue to use clear transitions throughout your response so that your argument flows smoothly for readers. Remember that the way you organize your essay will directly affect its coherence. 

(See Summary/Response Essay under Handouts on Writing Concepts on our class page.)

