Rhetorical Situation Movie Guide
Questions for Understanding the Rhetorical Situation
 
Questions for Understanding the Rhetorical Situation: Due Friday, but begin answering them tonight for homework. 
A movie is a visual text, with the movie maker as writer and the viewers as readers. Using the following guide, jot down notes about the movie as we watch it. Then answer the questions formally for homework:

 Writer and Purpose
Who is the moviemaker? What does the moviemaker know about the subject? (Look on the movie’s website to find out contextual information.)

What is the director’s frame of reference (or lens, or point of view)? 

What is the director’s purpose?

Reader/Audience

Who are the intended viewers?

What do these viewers likely know and think about the subject?

What assumptions does the director make about the viewers knowledge or beliefs?

Occasion/Genre/Context

 What is the occasion for this movie?

What genre is this movie?

What is the cultural or historical context for this text?

What key questions or problem does the director address?

Thesis and Main Ideas

What is the director’s thesis?

What key points support the thesis?

Organization and Evidence

Where does the director preview the movie’s organization?

How does the director signal new sections of the text? 

What kinds of evidence does the writer use (personal experience, descriptions, statistics, 
interviews, authorities, analytical reasoning, observation, etc.)?

Language and Style
What is the director’s tone (casual, humorous, ironic, angry, preachy, academic, other)?
Is the dialogue easy, average, or difficult?

 What key words or images recur throughout the movie?
