Field Research Genres
Observations: you may go observe the aspect of CSU that you are investigating.  As you observe, take detailed notes.  These observational notes would serve as a source.  Please read about observing on pages 54-58 of the PHG.

Interviews: if there is someone on campus who is an expert on your topic, you may interview that person.  Interview questions need to be carefully planned, and you need to be willing to deviate from your planned questions as needed.  Please read about interviews on pages 279-280 of the PHG before you conduct an interview.

Questionnaires: if you would like to know what a large population thinks about some aspect of your topic, you can distribute and collect questionnaires.  Like interviews, questionnaires need to be planned carefully.  You need to question enough people that your results are meaningful.  Before you design a questionnaire, read pages 280 and 281 in the PHG.

Email inquiries: if you have a few questions for someone you may send that person an email.  Emails aren’t substitutes for interviews, but they can be useful for getting particular questions answered.  Be sure to follow email etiquette by using an appropriate level of formality, explaining who you are and why you are asking the questions, proofreading, sending thanks for replies, etc.

Summaries/analyses of websites: a lot of organizations on campus have websites.  To use a website as a source for this project you should explore the entire site and write an objective summary of its content and then an analysis in which you discuss the purpose, audience, etc.  

Narratives: you may write a narrative (a first-person account) of your experiences with the aspect of CSU that you are investigating.  Likewise, you can ask for others to write narratives of their experiences.  Each narrative can be its own source, or, if they are very brief, you may compile several narratives to use as a single source.

Brochures: you may use brochures, pamphlets, etc. that many campus organizations provide.

Photographs: similar to observational notes, photographs can document events, places, etc.  You may take and use photographs as a source.

Videos: like photos, videos can document events, places, conversations, etc.  You may make and use videos as a source.

Other: there are many other possible field research genres.  Don’t feel limited by the list above; if something seems relevant and useful, you may use it after checking with your instructor.
