Assignment 6: Public Argument, Addressing Greenwashing: Writing as an Engaged and Informed Citizen
 

Summarizing, Analyzing and Responding to Greenwashing

 

Overview: “Every day, Americans are bombarded with advertising about environmentally friendly goods and services. But how many really are green, and how many are just pretending?” (Greenpeace) In this assignment we will look at examples of the modern day phenomenon of “Greenwashing,” which the Center for Media and Democracy defines as, “the unjustified appropriation of environmental virtue by a company, an industry, a government, a politician or even a non-government organization to create a pro-environmental image, sell a product or a policy, or to try and rehabilitate their standing with the public and decision makers after being embroiled in controversy.”

 

Purpose: Your purpose for this assignment is to write a guest editorial or Op-Ed for a publication of your choice, or by default the Rocky Mountain Collegian. In the essay you will define and analyze the features of a specific case of greenwashing in relation to your argument. Ideally, your analysis should go beyond an obvious interpretation of the greenwashing by examining its underlying assumptions and implications and linking them to the larger context of your argument or your group’s arguments. An exceptional analysis will reveal something new or surprising - something casual readers might overlook.

 

Genre: Guest Editorial/OP-Ed. This assignment asks you to synthesize the fundamental skills taught in CO150, namely, the ability to use writing to communicate your critical analysis clearly and concisely with an awareness of your rhetorical situation.

Audience: Your primary audience for this essay is dependant on your publication, but they all are people who appreciate the critical analysis found in editorials. If you cannot decide on a publication, us the Collegian, but we should also strive to connect with informed readers of editorials in publications with larger audiences such as the New York Times and the Washington Post.  

 

Resources: Take advantage of all your research from the semester. Read an editorial every day from the New York Times or the Washington Post and the Collegian to get a sense of the genre. Also, check out our class web links under the Greenwashing Folder. 

Requirements: 
 
A detailed summary of the greenwashing: What is the situation? In the summary you should include: the context, who the greenwashing is targeting, what it is selling and whatever relevant details you think are necessary for a reader to fully understand the situation. Make your summary engaging by paying attention to voice and style. Use language, description, rhythm and tone to gain the interest of your audience (college students at CSU).

 
A critical analysis of the greenwashing: What is it doing? The analysis addresses questions such as: What is the greenwashing doing? What does it assume about its audience? What messages does the greenwashing subtly communicate or imply through its use of content and composition? Begin your critical analysis with a clear thesis claim and support your claim with detailed observations from the greenwashing itself.

 
A response to your analysis: What does this mean for us all? This is where you will link your argument to the greenwashing by explaining the larger context and implications of the greenwashing. The response should discuss why your analysis is important. Why should readers care about your interpretation? Why does it matter? For example, do you advocate the messages from the greenwashing? Or, are you critical of the assumptions and implications? Strengthen your response with any relevant outside evidence.

 
Paper Length: 900 - 1,200 words (3 - 4 pages double spaced) 
Due: Friday, August 8th in class.

Worth: 20% of the semester grade


*For assistance with this essay, visit The Writing Center (in Eddy 6) or come by office hours.

